

















CONNECTICUT 





EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE; 


AND 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 











Vor. IV.] 


FEBRUARY, 1811. 


[No. 2. 








Remarks on the best mode of con- 
veying instruction to children 
and youth. 


T seems agreed by the most 
celebrated nations, whether 
ancient or modern, and by indi- 
viduals, in every age, who have 
been most distinguished for wis- 
dom and virtue, that the educa- 
tion of children and youth, as it 
relates to society, is an object of 
ptime importance. It is equal- 
ly agreed by all who are worthy 
of the Christian name, that itis 
all-important as it relates to the 
church and kingdom of God. 
Infidels, indeed, by their con- 
duct, shew that they understand 
its importance as well as oth- 
ers ; for by their unwearied ef- 
forts to exclude the Brsie from 
our common schools, under an 
affected concern for its honor, 
lest it should fall into contempt 
with children, and be profaned 
by common and vulgar use, and 
under pretence of guarding 
their tender minds from preju- 
dice and superstition, till their 
reason is matured ; by their 
open contempt of all catecheti- 
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cal instruction; and by their 
fervent zeal to propagate the 
opinion, that to subdue the wills 
of children by the rod, is to rob 
them of their independence, and 
to make them servile and mean- 
spirited, and incapable of as- 
serting and maintaining their 
own rights, they discover a deep 
sense of the importance of gain- 
ing time to strengthen the de- 
praved inclinations of children, 
and of pre-occupying their minds 
for that kingdom to which they 
too manifestly belong. These 
arts have been, and still are, 
too successful ; but their origin 
is, at length, more distinctly 
seen by most men, as it was 
from the first by those who 
knew the depths of Satan. 

The following remarks on the 
best mode of conveying instruc- 
tion to children and youth are 
not addressed to the friends of 
this corrupt system; for, as 
they are, in principle, opposed 
to the interests of Curist’s 
kingdom, it cannot be expected 
that they will endeavor to per- 
suade even their own children to 
become its faithful subjects, and 
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having the advantage to pre-oc- 
cupy their minds, there is much 
reason to fear, they will live and 
die in that kingdom into which 
they were born : but they are ad- 
dressed to such as,in speculation 
at least, are convinced, that 
Christian faith and practice are 
essential to the best interests of 
men, whether temporal or eter- 
nal. 

Nothing more will be expect- 
ed, in a piece which must occu- 
py a few pages only of the Ma- 
gazine, on a subject so import- 
ant and copious, and which has, 
at all times, employed the pens 
of the best writers, than some 
general hints, calculated to stir 
up the minds of those, to whom 
the education of children and 
youth is intrusted, by way of 
remembrance. 

The first remark, as being 
first in importance, is, that pa- 
rents and instructors must tho- 
roughly understand the true in- 
terests of children, duly appre- 
ciate their importance, feel their 
obligations to promote them, 
and under a sense of their own 
insufficiency, seek that conti- 
nual help from God, which 
-shali furnisvand incline them to 
a faithful discharge of their du- 
ty. Should it be asked, what 
these things have to do with the 
best mode of instruction, the 
answer is, they are necessary as 
pre-requisites, and they are es- 
sential to ultimate success. Paul 
may plant, and Apollos water, 
but God giveth the increase. 

Among the interests of chil- 
dren, comprising all that true 
enjoyment of which their na- 
tures are susceptible, that which 
-is ultimate and supreme in God’s 
view, ought to be so in the view 
of parents and instructors ; and 
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tothis, all other interests, though 
in themselves worthy to be 
sought, must of course be sub- 
ordinated. This ultimate and 
supreme interest or end “ is to 
glorify God and enjoy him for 
ever.” 

The parent, or instructor, 
who should wholly neglect the 
care of the souls of children 
committed to him, or should 
subordinate it to that of the bo- 
dy, so far from being their best 
friend, would, in effect, be their 
worst enemy, by leaving them 
exposed to an everlasting curse, 
which, as far as it depended on 
him, he was bound to avert. 

Parents have little more to do 
for their children, in the first 
stages of infancy, than to secure 
them from danger, supply their 
natural wants, nurse them with 
tender care, and present such 
objects to their senses, as it 
would be proper for them to be- 
come acquainted with. Their 
senses being perfect, they will 
rapidly treasure up ideas in the 
memory from surrounding ob- 
jects, to be the materials to 
guide their future conduct and 
reasoning. ‘They find, by ex- 
perience, that every object is, 
in its perception, attended with 
the sensation of pleasure or pain, 
and frequently of both, as the 
perception is more or less in- 
tense, or as it exists in the dif- 
ferent senses. Thus the opera- 
tion of fire, on the sense of 
feeling, at a certain distance, is 
pleasant, at a certain less dist- 
ance, or, on the touch, is ex- 
quisitely painful : A lighted can- 
die, in the night, is, to the 
sight, pleasant ; to the touch, 
it is tormenting. These oppo- 
site sensations, produced by ex- 
ternal objects in different situa- 
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tions, are the law of the allwise 
and benevolent Creator, to di- 
rect and govern our conduct 
with respect to them, from in- 
fancy to the end of life. As 
loco-motion increases, they han- 
dle the small objects within 
their reach. This exercise un- 
folds their powers, it is at once 
a pleasing diversion, and a school 
ot instruction ; for, by turning 
these objects into all positions, 
and viewing them in every light, 
they learn something of their 
nature and properties. Before 
this, they will know their pa- 
rents, will be pleased with their 
smiles, and grieved at their 
frowns. By these they will 
soon learn the will of parents, 
and thenceforth will become 
the subjects of government. 
Previous to this period, parents 
can give them no moral instruc- 
tion, except what shall result 


from exhibiting a perfect ex- 


ample. Children are formed 
into men very much by imita- 
tion: the characteristics of in- 
dividuals, indeed, are, in part, 
the work of nature ; but doubt- 
less, a constant effort to imitate 
some pattern, and especially 
that exhibited by parents, con- 
tributes much to the effect. If 
both parents are of a like char- 
acter, and are uniformly cheer- 
ful, mild, dispassionate, and 
kind, in their temper and con- 
duct ; or, on the other hand, 
are often morose, angry, pas- 
sionate, and unkind, the exam- 
ple may, in ashort time, pro- 
duce a lasting effect on children, 
in moulding them into the one, 
or the other character. Teach- 
ing by good example, in every 
State and condition, is indispen- 
sable, and most effectual. 

As soon as children have lear- 
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ned the will of parents, in a giv- 
en case, by their frowns or smiles 
and the corresponding conduct, 
that will becomes their supreme 
law ; and the parents are bound 
to enforce obedience by the 
gentlest means indeed, which 
will prove effectual, and, in the 
last resort, by the rod, which 
God has put into their hands 
for that purpose. Thus the 
wise man says, * Ile that spar- 
eth his rod, hateth his son, but 
he that loveth him chasteneth 
him betimes.” And again, 
“ Correct thy son, while there 
is hope, and let not thy soul 
spare for his crying.” The 
pertinency of the present re- 
mark to the subject in hand 
will be manifest to every one 
who reflects, that instruction 
cannot be conveyed, with good 
effect, to the minds of children, 
by parents, or instructors, until 
their authority over them is 
effectually established. 

To combine pleasure with 
improvement ought to be the 
unceasing endeavor of instruc- 
tors ; frowns and chastisements, 
ill-timed, are the worst of all 
means to engage attention and 
insure proficiency. A peda- 
gogue stern without just cause 
will be viewed by children with 
terror, they will dread the place 
where they meet him, and 
whatever is seen to be associa- 
ted with him: on the contrary, 
tokens of the instructor’s ap- 
probation are regarded by chil- 
dren as very precious ; and 
when judiciously given, they 
generally have the best effect. 
Ambition in children to excel 
their fellows in good things, and 
because they are good, is cer- 
tainly laudable ; and the more 
it is fostered the better ; care; 
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however, is to be taken, by the 
instructor, to guard the mind 
of the children, so distinguished, 
from the swellings of pride. 
The force of natural affection 
in parents can seldom fail to 
convince their children that they 
seck their good : on this account, 
they must have greater advan- 
tages for their instruction than 
any others ; for, as their efforts 
to teach will be intermingled 
with endearments very pleasing 
to them, they will meet the oc- 
casions of instruction, especial- 
ly if they return at certain fix- 
ed periods, with increasing de- 
light. This advantage, howev- 
er, is often more than balanced 
by an excessive fondness, which 
prevents, or subverts, that au- 
thority which, in all cases of 
obstinacy in children, in resist- 
ing the means of instruction, 
must be asserted. Severity, in 
such cases, duly exercised by 
parents, or other tcachers, will 
be felt by children to be deser- 
ved, and so far from alienating 
their affections, will serve to 
increase their reverence or es- 
teem for them. Says the wri- 
ter of the epistle to the He- 
brews, “ We have had fathers 
of our flesh which corrected 
us, and we gave them rever- 
ence.” 

It is obvious to remark, that 
for teaching any art or mystery, 
the teacher is presupposed to be, 
himself, a proficient in that art 
or mystery ; otherwise, he will 
certainly be despised by his pu- 
pils ; and, as soon as his incom- 
petency is known, will cease to 
have any influence on their 
minds. It is equally obvious, if 
he be a proficient, he will tho- 
roughly teach the elements of 
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bine those elements in the pro- 
duction of the ultimate effect 
desired or sought. To hurry 
into the midst of things, at the 
outset, a practice too common 
with the vulgar herd of teachers, 
can produce little else but con- 
fusion ; and if the pupil, in 
such a case, attains to excellence, 
it will be after the loss of much 
precioustime,and must be owing 
to his own genius and applica- 
tion, and not to the skill of the 
teacher. It is no less impor- 
tant, that the teacher instruct, 
not only by precept, but by ex- 
hibitions of skill for imitation. 
If he instruct in reading, he will 
give frequent specimens of cor- 
rect reading, both in prose and 
verse, to pupils of an advanced 
standing, with such pauses and 
modulations of voice, as shall 
do justice to the sense and har- 
mony of the composition : mere 
verbal corrections will never 
make an accomplished reader. 
If he instruct in hand-writing, 
he will furnish the pupils with 
specimens of penmanship for 
their imitation, and, if the pro- 
duct of his own skill, so much 
the better, as he will easier bring 
them to imitate his own work, 
than that of any other. 

The parent, or teacher in 
schools, who loves the souls 
of the children of his charge, 
will inculcate such moral and 
religious truths, as can be 
brought within their compre- 
hension, and that their litera- 
ry attainments are of no use, 
any further, than they furnish 
them for duty. Particularly, 
that they are the creatures of 
God, whose chief end is to 
know, obey and enjoy him for 
ever—that the duties which they 
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to their fellow-men, necessarily 
result from the several relations, 
in which he is pleased to place 
them—that true happiness both 
here and hereafter is, by the 
constitution of God, necessarily 
connected with a course of obe- 
dience to his will ; and misery 
and ruin with a course of diso- 
bedience—that they are sinners 
in Adam their head, and under 
condemnation to death eternal, 
and cannot be justified by their 
own righteousness, but only by 
the righteousness of Christ im- 
puted to them, and received by 
faith—that faith and eternal life 
connected with it are the gift of 
God, which he bestows, or with- 
holds, according to his sove- 
reign pleasure—that they must 
die and come to judgment—and 
that if they would obtain life, 
they must diligently attend the 
means of grace, and repent and 
believe the gospel. 

These and similar truths will 
be best conveyed to children 
and youth, by carefully exclud- 
ing from families and schools 
all books of an immoral or irre- 
ligious tendency, which the min- 
isters of Satan have industriously 
spread abroad—by introducing, 
into both, such books as contain 
the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ—by the common and 
stated reading of the bible—and 
by such frequent and occasional 
remarks and observations, as, in 
the daily reading, shall occur to 
the parent or teacher, tending 
to explain and apply the truths 
communicated, or such as seem 
best suited to the occasion, to 
their understandings and hearts. 

_ These means will be greatly 
aided by daily prayer of the 
parent or instructor in families 
and schools, with children, for 
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God’s presence and blessing ; 
and particularly, that those 
means might be made effectual 
for their furtherance in knowl- 
edge and virtue ; both because, 
a constant and devout perform- 
ance of the duty will serve to 
increase their reverence and 
respect for their parent, or in- 
structor, and to strengthen his 
authority and influence over 
them, and because, a divine 
blessing may be expected as a 
direct answer to such praycr. 
Catechetical instruction of 
children and youth, in the things 
of religion, both in families and 
schools, and extensively pursued 
by the church, or its elders, has, 
from the first promulgation of 
the gospel, been a special mean 
of perpetuating the church ; 
and doubtless will prove so, in 
future, to the end of the world. 
The objection of philosophists, 
that catechisms, being the pro- 
ductions of fallible men, are of 
no authority, has plainly no 
weight ; because, if legitimate, 
it will go to the length of prov- 
ing, that all human efforts to in- 
struct children and youth on 
any subject whatever, being lia- 
ble to error or mistake, must be 
abandoned. Indeed, on the prin- 
ciple of this objection, no parent 
or instructor may ever attempt 
to explain the Bible itself to 
children, nor may they be as- 
sisted by any human aid what- 
ever, in the acquisition of Chris- 
tian knowledge, but must be 
left to the deductions of their 
own reason on religious sub- 
jects, if, perchance, they should 
ever advert to them at all, after 
their minds have been pervert- 
ed, by the sophistical arts of the 
enemies of the truth. With 
respect to the compositions of 
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this kind to be selected, for the 
instruction of our youth, it must 
be a matter of judgment ; the 
essentials of Christianity are 
contained in, perhaps, all of 
those in common use: the re- 
ceived doctrine and usage of our 
churches, however, seem to point 
out the shorter catechism of the 
Assembly of Divines at West- 
minster, as the fittest to be cho- 
sen: and indeed, its intrinsic 
merit, for method, extent, pre- 
cision, simplicity, perspicuity, 
and soundness, has, perhaps, 
never been surpassed, by any 
like composition. Others, mere- 
ly elementary, may be useful 
for very young children, provid- 
ed, they are not substituted for 
it, but are merely introductory 
toit. For such as shall have 
committed to memory the short- 
er catechism, the same, with 
such explanations of it, in the 
catechetical form. as are, or may 
be, provided, seems very desira- 
ble ; and would complete a plan 
of instruction for children pro- 
per to be pursued, through the 
period of childhood and youth, 
highly subservient to the inter- 
ests of religion. It is no valid 
objection to the use of the short- 
er catechism, for very young 
children, that the answers are 
beyond their comprehension : 
even such, if they are taught 
with due solemnity, will under- 
stand enough to derive a present 
benefit : the learning to repeat 
the answers to the questions 
will be a proper exercise for the 
memory, and the mind will be 
treasuring up truths, for future 
contemplation, as fast as they 
shall attain the use of reason, 
which will be accelerated by 
the diligent culture of their un- 
derstandings and hearts. It is 
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worthy of remark, that, when the 
answers in a catechism are de- 
signed to be committed to me- 
mory,they should repeat the sub- 
ject of the question,so as to form, 
in themselves, a definite propo- 
sition, which may be contem- 
plated without having recourse 
to the question. This plan is 
pursued in the shorter cate- 
chism throughout. Thus, in 
answer to the question, ** What 
is the chief end of man ?” The 
answer is not merely, “ To glo- 
tify God and enjoy him for 
ever :” for this, though a direct 
answer to the question, is no 
proposition, and, by itself, as- 
serts no truth, and if retained in 
the memory ever so perfectly, 
it would be mere trash, unless 
the question were also recollect- 
ed and combined with it: but 
the answer is, “* Man’s chief end 
is to glorify God and enjoy him 
for ever.” Here is a proposi- 
tion, a great and leading truth 
is asserted, which, on recollect- 
ing the terms of the answer, 
will, at all times, be present in 
the mind for consideration and 
improvement: besides, an an- 
swer so framed will, by a natural 
association of ideas, be easier 
learned, better recollected, and 
longer retained, than an answer 
in the other form. 

Again, children and youth 
may be taught impressively by 
incidents or events. This mode 
of instruction is always proper, 
after they have acquired some 
use of language, and knowledge 
of passing events. In view of 
the conduct of a disobedicnt, 
lying, profane, or perverse child 
of their acquaintance, they 
should be warned to detest his 
conduct, and shun his company. 
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of another, to love it, and imi: 
tate it. On the death of a child 
of the same family, or neighbor- 
hood, they should be taught 
their own mortality, and the rea- 
son why all men are mortal.— 
On recovery from sickness, they 
should be taught te ascribe it to 
the goodness of God alone, in 
whose hand their breath is. At 
night, they should be led, in 
some suitable form of prayer, to 
commend themselves to God, 
while they sleep; and, in the 
morning, to praise his name, 
end seek his guidance and bles- 
sing through the day. In view 
of the sun by day, and the moon 
and stars by night, they should 
be reminded, that the heavens 
declare the glory of the Lord, 
and the firmament sheweth ‘his 
handy work. They should be 
led to contemplate a present 
God, in the blasts of winter, in 
the gentle breezes and verdure 
of the opening spring, in ‘the 
fervid heats and Juxuriance of 
the summer, and in the copious 
fruits of autumn, and learn that 
the whole earth is full of his 
riches. In a word, in all such 
events, in the kingdoms of na- 
ture, providence, and grace, as 
they can comprehend, they 
should be taught to see and 
adore the hand of him who is 
wonderful in counsel and excel- 
lent in working. Thus doing 
and teaching, parents and others, 
who have the care of children 
and youth committed to them, 
will talk of the things of God, 
according to his direction by 
Moses, Deut. vi.7. ** Thou shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in 
thy house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up.” 

Once more, parents and oth- 
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ers, who have the care of chil- 
dren, should lead them, while 
very young, as often as oppor- 
tunity shall permit, to the house 
of God, on the Sabbath, and 
other proper occasions ; teach 
them to behave decently, rever- 
ently, and attentively, in the time 
of public worship ; require them, 
on their return, to repeat what 
of the sermon they can recol- 
lect ; and give them such tokens 
of approbation, or disapproba- 
tion as they shall merit. ‘Thus, 
with God’s blessing on their 
faithful endeavors, shalt they 
“ make to understand dectrine, 
them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the 
breasts.” 
PRISCUS. 


Persecution,characterietic of falee 
religion, not of Christianity. 


(Concluded from ’p. 33.) 


E now come to the pe- 

riod when the vollies of 
persecution were opened upon 
the humble followers of the 
Prince of peace. The constant 
sufferings to which the primi- 
tive Christians were subjected 
by the malice of individuals, the 
devotees of paganism, I shail 
omit : and notice only some of 
the afflictions which they endur- 


ted under the arm of public au- 


thority. In general persecu- 
tions, supported by the power 
of the empire, the emperor Ne- 
ro led the way. He having de- 
nounced the Christians, about 
thirty years after the ascension 
of their Lord, every evil which 
malice could suggest was in- 
flicted uponthem. This‘perse- 
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cution subjected to “ exquisite 
“torture,” says Tacitus, “a 
“ race of men,—by vulgar ap- 
“ pellation, commonly called 
«Christians. The name was 
derived from Christ, who, in 
“ the reign of Tiberius, suffer- 
«ed under Pontius Pilate, the 
“ procurator of Judea.—They 
“ were put to death with ex- 
 quisite cruelty, and to their 
«“ sufferings Nero added mock- 
“ery and derision. Some were 
covered with the skins of wild 
beasts, and left to be devoured 
“ by dpgs ; others were nailed 
“to the cross ; numbers were 
“ burnt alive ; and many, cover- 
“ ed over with inflammable mat- 
“ ter, were lighted up, when the 
“ day declined, to serve as torch- 
“es during the night.” Such 
is the testimony of the most il- 
lustrious historian of Rome, 
himself a bitter enemy of the 
Christian name. These inhu- 
man tortures were inflicted upon 
the unoffending Christians be- 
cause they would not bow the 
knee to the idol divinities of the 
empire. It is easy to say, This 
was the tyranny of Nero. It 
was more properly the fanati- 
cism of Rome. From the alac- 
rity and cruelty with which these 
tortures were inflicted upon 
such great numbers of Chris- 
tians, it is evident that the minds 
of the people were prepared for 
the barbarity, and that they 
needed nothing but the fermis- 
sion of government to imbrue 
their hands in the blood of their 
fellow-citizens, who refused to 
adore their idol gods. The em- 
peror Trajan has been said to 
be, of all men, the most deserv- 
ing of the station of emperor of 
the world. By all historians he 
is ranked among the first of 
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princes. Yet could Trajan, at 
the head of an hundred millions 
of people, lend his name and 
authority to afflict the disciples 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Previous 
to his reign, the most of the 
laws which had been enacted 
against the Christians, were an- 
nulled. Yet the frractice of ac- 
cusing and punishing the Chris- 
tians continued in most of the 
provinces, with the connivance 
of the government. The young- 
er Pliny, an intimate friend of 
Trajan, one of the illustrious 
characters in Roman history, 
having been sent as proconsul 
to Bithynia, found the province 
in great tumult, in consequence 
of the persecutions which were 
carried on against the Chris- 
tians. In great numbers, they 
were constantly accused, tortur- 
ed, and put to death. The only 
thing required of them was to 
renounce Christ, and sacrifice to 
the gods of the empire. On 
their refusal, they were subject- 
ed to the relentless rage of their 
enemies. Pliny, not less dis- 
tinguished for his humanity than 
his learning, made careful en- 
quiry, and found that the Chris- 
tians were generally inoffensive 
in their characters; and that no 
fault was laid to their charge 
except a non-compliance with 
the religion of the empire. Un- 
der these circumstances, he 
wrote to the emperor for advicc; 
enquiring whether he should 
discountenance this persecution, 
or sufier it to proceed notwith- 
standing the innocence of the 
sufferers, to which he gives the 
most ample testimony. Trajan, 
in reply, directs him, that the 
Christians “ are not to be sought 
for, like common crimials, yet 
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an adherence to Christianity, 
they are to be put to death as 
wicked citizens, if they do not 
return to the religion of their 
ancestors.” These letters are 
both extant, and among the most 
valuable remains of Roman an- 
tiquity. In the emperor’s re- 
ply, the Christians are virtually 
acquitted of fault, for they “ are 
not to be sought for like com- 
mon criminals,” yet for refusing 
to conform to the religion of 
their pagan ancestors, they must 
suffer death. Under this edict 
of Trajan, who was esteemed a 
wise prince, great numbers of 
Christians, in succeeding times, 
suffered martyrdom. When- 
ever an accuser appeared, the 
disciple must deny his Lord or 
resign his life. Under this law, 
the aged Simeon, bishop of Je- 
rusalem, was crucified ; the 
learned and pious . Ignatius, 
bishop of Antioch, by order of 
Trajan himself, was thrown to 
wild beasts. 

It is not our present design to 
follow the series of Roman per- 
secutions. All that can be said 
of the sufferings of the Chris- 
tians, in the different reigns, is 
that they were less under the 
good than under the bad em- 
perors. But there was never an 
entire cessation from Nero to 
Constantine. Under the Anto- 
nines, the blood of the martyrs 
flowed in streams; under Se- 
verus and Diocletian, it rolled 
in torrents. About the middle 
of the third century, the venera- 
ble Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, 
was informed, “ Cyprian, the 
“ Emperor bids thee sacrifice 
“to the gods of the empire.” — 
Said Cyprian, “ I shall not sacri- 
“ fice.—Be well advised, Cypri- 
** an, the Emperor has fixed his 
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“ purpose ; he orders thee to 
“ sacrifice——I shall not sacri- 
“ fice.—I am then directed to 
“carry thee to execution.—I 
“ submit to God.” Immediate- 
ly, he is removed to the block, 
and removed to glory.—The 
persecution. under Diocletian 
was the most terrible of the 
whole. It was the dying strug- 
gle of paganism, and no effort 
for the extermination of Chris- 
tianity was left untried. We 
can only say, a remnant was 
saved—We now dismiss the 
Roman empire, the mightiest 
fabric of human wisdom and 
power. 

The religion of Mahomet, 
which can boast of a greater 
number of votaries than any 
other scheme of worship owned 
among men, is, merely, a sys- 
tem of persecution. The funda- 
mental dogma is this: ‘God 
“ hath sent his prophets, Abra- 
* ham, Moses, and Jesus Christ, 
* to instruct and reclaim man- 
** kind by the power of miracles, 
“and the exhibition of truth. 
“ These having proved ineffec- 
“ tual, he has now sent his last 
“and greatest prophet, Ma- 
“ homet, to convince them by 
“the power of the sword.”— 
Under this persuasion, the pil- 
grims of Mecca are transform- 
ed into the armies of the Cre- 
scent, and, through the terror 
of their arms, the nations of the 
east are brought to bow at the 
tomb of the false prophet, and 
receive as divine the polluted 
fables of the Alcoran. Wherev- 
er they go, the blood of Pagans, 
Jews, and Christians, stains their 
swords ; and their Harbinger 
proclaims, “ Own the Prophet 
or die.” It being one of their 
precepts that - act can be more 
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however, is to be taken, by the 
instructor, to guard the mind 
of the children, so distinguished, 
from the swellings of pride. 
The force of natural affection 
in parents can seldom fail to 
convince their children that they 
seek their good : on this account, 
they must have greater advan- 
tages for their instruction than 
any others ; for, as their efforts 
to teach will be intermingled 
with endearments very pleasing 
to them, they will meet the oc- 
casions of instruction, especial- 
ly if they return at certain fix- 
ed periods, with increasing de- 
light. This advantage, howev- 
er, is often more than balanced 
by an excessive fondness, which 
prevents, or subverts, that au- 
thority which, in all cases of 
obstinacy in children, in resist- 
ing the means of instruction, 
must be asserted. Severity, in 
such cases, duly exercised by 
parents, or other teachers, will 
be felt by children to be deser- 
ved, and so far from alienating 
their affections, will serve to 
increase their reverence or es- 
teem for them. Says the wri- 
ter of the epistle to the He- 
brews, “ We have had fathers 
of our flesh which corrected 
us, and we gave them rever- 
ence.” 

It is obvious to remark, that 
for teaching any art or mystery, 
the teacher is presupposed to be, 
himself, a proficient in that art 
or mystery ; otherwise, he will 
certainly be despised by his pu- 
pils ; and, as soon as his incom- 
petency is known, will cease to 
have any influence on their 
minds. It is equally obvious, if 
he be a proficient, he will tho- 
roughly teach the elements of 


bine those elements in the pro- 
duction of the ultimate effect 
desired or sought. To hurry 
into the midst of things, at the 
outset, a practice too common 
with the vulgar herd of teachers, 
can produce little else but con- 
fusion ; and if the pupil, in 
such a case, attains to excellence, 
it will be after the loss of much 
precioustime,and must be owing 
to his own genius and applica- 
tion, and not to the skill of the 
teacher. It is no less impor- 
tant, that the teacher instruct, 
not only by precept, but by ex- 
hibitions of skill for imitation. 
If he instruct in reading, he will 
give frequent specimens of cor- 
rect reading, both in prose and 
verse, to pupils of an advanced 
standing, with such pauses and 
modulations of voice, as shall 
do justice to the sense and har- 
mony of the composition : mere 
verbal corrections will never 
make an accomplished reader, 
If he instruct in hand-writing, 
he will furnish the pupils with 
specimens of penmanship for 
their imitation, and, if the pro- 
duct of his own skill, so much 
the better, as he will easier bring 
them to imitate his own work, 
than that of any other. 

The parent, or teacher in 
schools, who loves the souls 
of the children of his charge, 
will inculcate such moral and 
religious truths, as can be 
brought within their compre- 
hension, and that their litera- 
ry attainments are of no use, 
any further, than they furnish 
them for duty. Particularly, 
that they are the creatures of 
God, whose chief end is to 
know, obey and enjoy him for 
ever—that the duties which they 
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to their fellow-men, necessarily 
result from the several relations, 
in which he is pleased to place 
them—that true happiness both 
here and hereafter is, by the 
constitution of God, necessarily 
connected with a course of obe- 
dience to his will ; and misery 
and ruin with a course of diso- 
bedience—that they are sinners 
in Adam their head, and under 
condemnation to death eternal, 
and cannot be justified by their 
own righteousness, but only by 
the righteousness of Christ im- 
puted to them, and received by 
faith—that faith and eternal life 
connected with it are the gift of 
God, which he bestows, or with- 
holds, according to his sove- 
reign pleasure—that they must 
die and come to judgment—and 
that if they would obtain life, 
they must diligently attend the 
means of grace, and repent and 
believe the gospel. 

These and similar truths will 
be best conveyed to children 
and youth, by carefully exclud- 
ing from families and schools 
all books of an immoral or irre- 
ligious tendency, which the min- 
isters of Satan have industriously 
spread abroad—by introducing, 
into both, such books as contain 
the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ—by the common and 
stated reading of the bible—and 
by such frequent and occasional 
remarks and observations, as, in 
the daily reading, shall occur to 
the parent or teacher, tending 
to explain and apply the truths 
communicated, or such as seem 
best suited to the occasion, to 
their understandings and hearts. 

_ These means will be greatly 
aided by daily prayer of the 
parent or instructor in families 
and schools, with children, for 


instruction to children and youth. 
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God’s presence and blessing ; 
and particularly, that those 
means might be made effectual 
for their furtherance in knowl- 
edge and virtue ; both because, 
a constant and devout perform- 
ance of the duty will serve to 
increase their reverence and 
respect for their parent, or in- 
structor, and to strengthen his 
authority and influence over 
them, and because, a divine 
blessing may be expected as a 
direct answer to such praycr. 
Catechetical instruction of 
children and youth, in the things 
of religion, both in families and 
schools, and extensively pursued 
by the church, or its elders, has, 
from the first promulgation of 
the gospel, been a special mean 
of perpetuating the church ; 
and doubtless will prove so, in 
future, to the end of the world. 
The objection of philosophists, 
that catechisms, being the pro- 
ductions of fallible men, are of 
no authority, has plainly no 
weight ; because, if legitimate, 
it will go to the length of prov- 
ing, that all human efforts to in- 
struct children and youth on 
any subject whatever, being lia- 
ble to error or mistake, must be 
abandoned. Indeed, on the prin- 
ciple of this objection, no parent 
or instructor may ever attempt 
to explain the Bible itself to 
children, nor may they be as- 
sisted by any human aid what- 
ever, in the acquisition of Chris- 
tian knowledge, but must be 
left to the deductions of their 
own reason on religious sub- 
jects, if, perchance, they should 
ever advert to them at all, after 
their minds have been pervert- 
ed, by the sophistical arts of the 
enemies of the truth. With 
respect to the compositions of 
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this kind to be selected, for the 
instruction of our youth, it must 
be a matter of judgment ; the 
essentials of Christianity are 
contained in, perhaps, all of 
those in common use: the re- 
ceived doctrine and usage of our 
churches, however, seem to point 
out the shorter catechism of the 
Assembly of Divines at West- 
minster, as the fittest to be cho- 
sen: and indeed, its intrinsic 
merit, for method, extent, pre- 
cision, simplicity, perspicuity, 
and soundness, has, perhaps, 
never been surpassed, by any 
like composition. Others, mere- 
ly elementary, may be useful 
for very young children, provid- 
ed, they are not substituted for 
it, but are merely introductory 
to it. For such as shall have 
committed to memory the short- 
er catechism, the same, with 
such explanations of it, in the 
catechetical form. as are, or may 
be, provided, seems very desira- 
ble ; and would complete a plan 
of instruction for children pro- 
per to be pursued, through the 
period of childhood and youth, 
highly subservient to the inter- 
ests of religion. It is no valid 
objection to the use of the short- 
€r catechism, for very young 
children, that the answers are 
beyond their comprehension : 
even such, if they are taught 
with due solemnity, will under- 
stand enough to derive a present 
benefit : the learning to repeat 
the answers to the questions 
will be a proper exercise for the 
memory, and the mind will be 
treasuring up truths, for future 
contemplation, as fast as they 
Shall attain the use of reason, 
which will be accelerated by 
the diligent culture of their un- 
derstandings and hearts. It is 


worthy of remark, that, when the 
answers in a catechism are de- 
signed to be committed to me- 
mory,they should repeat the sub- 
ject of the question,so as to form, 
in themselves, a definite propo- 
sition, which may be contem- 
plated without having recourse 
to the question. This plan is 
pursued in the shorter cate- 
chism throughout. Thus, in 
answer to the question, ** What 
is the chief end of man ?” The 
answer isnot merely, “ To glo- 
tify God and enjoy him for 
ever :” for this, though a direct 
answer to the question, is no 
proposition, and, by itself, as- 
serts no truth, and if retained in 
the memory ever so perfectly, 
it would be mere trash, unless 
the question were also recollect- 
ed and combined with it : but 
the answer is, “* Man’s chief end 
is to glorify God and enjoy him 
for ever.” Here is a proposi- 
tion, a great and leading truth 
is asserted, which, on recollect- 
ing the terms of the answer, 
will, at all times, be present in 
the mind for consideration and 
improvement : besides, an an- 
swer so framed will, by a natural 
association of ideas, be easier 
learned, better recollected, and 
longer retained, than an answer 
in the other form. 

Again, children and youth 
may be taught impressively by 
incidents or events. This mode 
of instruction is always proper, 
after they have acquired some 
use of language, and knowledge 
of passing events. In view ol 
the conduct of a disobedicnt, 
lying, profane, or perverse child 
of their acquaintance, they 
should be warned to detest his 
conduct, and shun his company. 
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of another, to love it, and imi: 
tate it. On the death of a child 
of the same family, or neighbor- 
hood, they should be taught 
their own mortality, and the rea- 
son why all men are mortal.— 
On recovery from sickness, they 
should be taught te ascribe it to 
the goodness of God alone, in 
whose hand their breath is. At 
night, they should be led, in 
some suitable form of prayer, to 
commend themselves to God, 
while they sleep; and, in the 
morning, to praise his name, 
and seek his guidance and bles- 
sing through the day. In view 
of the sun by day, and the moon 
and stars by night, they should 
be reminded, that the heavens 
declare the glory of the Lord, 
and the firmament sheweth ‘his 
handy work. They shoulki be 
led to contemplate a present 
God, in the blasts of winter, in 
the gentle breezes and verdure 
of the opening spring, in ‘the 
fervid heats and luxuriance of 
the summer, and in the copious 
fruits of autumn, and learn that 
the whole earth is full of his 
riches. In a-word, in all such 
events, in the kingdoms of na- 
ture, providence, and grace, as 
they can comprehend, they 
should be taught to see and 
adore the hand of him who is 
wonderful in counsel and excel- 
lent in working. Thus doing 
and teaching, parents and others, 
who have the care of children 
and youth committed to them, 
will talk of the things of God, 
according to his direction by 
Moses, Deut. vi.7. ** Thou shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in 
thy house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest uf.” 

Once more, parents and oth- 
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ers, who have the care of chil- 
dren, should lead them, while 
very young, as often as oppor- 
tunity shall permit, to the house 
of God, on the Sabbath, and 
other proper occasions ; teach 
them to behave decently, rever- 
ently, and attentively, in the time 
of public worship ; require them, 
on their return, to repeat what 
of the sermon they can recol- 
lect ; and give them such tokens 
of approbation, or disapproba- 
tion as they shall merit. Thus, 
with God’s blessing on their 
faithful endeavors, shalt they 
“ make to understand dectrine, 
them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn ‘from the 
breasts.” 


PRISCUS. 


Persecution,characteristic of falee 
religion, not of Christianity. 


(Concluded from ’p. 33.) 


E now come to the pe- 

riod when the vollies of 
persecution were opened upon 
the humble followers of the 
Prince of peace. The constant 
sufferings to which ‘the ‘ primi- 
tive Christians were subjected 
by the malice of individuals, the 
devotees of paganism, I shail 
omit : and notice only some of 
the afflictions which they endur- 
ted under the arm of public au- 
thority. In general persecu- 
tions, supported by the power 
of the empire, the emperor Ne- 
ro led the way. He having de- 
nounced the Christians, about 
thirty years after the ascension 
of their Lord, every evil which 
malice could suggest was in- 
flicted uponthem. This‘perse- 
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cution subjected to exquisite 
“torture,” says Tacitus, “a 
“ race of men,—by vulgar ap- 
« pellation, commonly called 
¢¢ Christians. The name was 
“ derived from Christ, who, in 
“ the reign of Tiberius, suffer- 
«ed under Pontius Pilate, the 
« procurator of Judea.—They 
“ were put to death with ex- 


 quisite cruelty, and to their 


«“ sufferings Nero added mock- 
“ ery and derision. Some were 
«“ covered with the skins of wild 
s¢ beasts, and left to be devoured 
“ by dpgs; others were nailed 
“to the cross; numbers were 
“ burnt alive ; and many, cover- 
“ ed over with inflammable mat- 
“ ter, were lighted up, when the 
“ day declined, to serve as torch- 
“es during the night.” Such 
is the testimony of the most il- 
lustrious historian of Rome, 
himself a bitter enemy of the 
Christian name. These inhu- 
man tortures were inflicted upon 
the unoffending Christians be- 
cause they would not bow the 


knee to the idol divinities of the 


empire. It is easy to say, This 
was the tyranny of Nero. It 
Was more properly the fanati- 
cism of Rome. From the alac- 
rity and cruelty with which these 
tortures were inflicted upon 
such great numbers of Chris- 
tians, it is evident that the minds 
of the people were prepared for 
the barbarity, and that they 
needed nothing but the fermis- 
sion of government to imbrue 
their hands in the blood of their 
fellow-citizens, who refused to 
adore their idol gods. The em- 
peror Trajan has been said to 
be, of all men, the most deserv- 
ing of the station of emperor of 
the world. By all historians he 
is ranked among the first of 





princes. Yet could Trajan, at 
the head of an hundred millions 
of people, lend his name and 
authority to afflict the disciples 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Previous 
to his reign, the most of the 
laws which had been enacted 
against the Christians, were an- 
nulled. Yet the frractice of ac- 
cusing and punishing the Chris- 
tians continued in most of the 
provinces, with the connivance 
of the government. The young- 
er Pliny, an intimate friend of 
Trajan, one of the illustrious 
characters in Roman history, 
having been sent as proconsul 
to Bithynia, found the province 
in great tumult, in consequence 
of the persecutions which were 
carried on against the Chris- 
tians. In great numbers, they 
were constantly accused, tortur- 
ed, and put to death. The only 
thing required of them was to 
renounce Christ, and sacrifice to 
the gods of the empire. On 
their refusal, they were subject- 
ed to the relentless rage of their 
enemies. Pliny, not less dis- 
tinguished for his humanity than 
his learning, made careful en- 
quiry, and found that the Chris- 
tians were generally inoffensive 
in their characters; and that no 
fault was laid to their charge 
except a non-compliance with 
the religion ofthe empire. Un- 
der these circumstances, he 
wrote to the emperor for advicc; 
enquiring whether he should 
discountenance this persecution, 
or suffer it to proceed notwith- 
standing the innocence of the 
sufferers, to which he gives the 
most ample testimony. Trajan, 
in reply, directs him, that the 
Christians “ are not to be sought 
for, like common crimials, yet 
when accused and convicted of 
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an adherence to Christianity, 
they are to be put to death as 
wicked citizens, if they do not 
return to the religion of their 
ancestors.” These letters are 
both extant, and among the most 
valuable remains of Roman an- 
tiquity. In the emperor’s re- 
ply, the Christians are virtually 
acquitted of fault, for they “ are 
not to be sought for like com- 
mon criminals,” yet for refusing 
to conform to the religion of 
their pagan ancestors, they must 
suffer death. Under this edict 
of Trajan, who was esteemed a 
wise prince, great numbers of 
Christians, in succeeding times, 
suffered martyrdom. When- 
ever an accuser appeared, the 
disciple must deny his Lord or 
resign his life. Under this law, 
the aged Simeon, bishop of Je- 
rusalem, was crucified ; the 
learned and pious — Ignatius, 
bishop of Antioch, by order of 
Trajan himself, was thrown to 
wild beasts. 

It is not our present design to 
follow the series of Roman per- 
secutions. All that can be said 
of the sufferings of the Chris- 
tians, in the different reigns, is 
that they were less under the 
good than under the bad em- 
perors. But there was never an 
entire cessation from Nero to 
Constantine. Under the Anto- 
nines, the blood of the martyrs 
flowed in streams; under Se- 
verus and Diocletian, it rolled 
in torrents. About the middle 
of the third century, the venera- 
ble Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, 
was informed, “ Cyprian, the 
“ Emperor bids thee sacrifice 
“ to the gods of the empire.”— 
Said Cyprian, “ I shall not sacri- 
“ fice.—Be well advised, Cypri- 
** an, the Emperor has fixed his 
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“ purpose ; he orders thee to 
“ sacrifice.—I shall not sacri- 
“ fice.—I am then directed to 
“carry thee to execution. —I 
“ submit to God.” Immediate- 
ly, he is removed to the block, 
and removed to glory.—The 
persecution. under Diocletian 
was the most terrible of the 
whole. It was the dying strug- 
gle of paganism, and no effort 
for the extermination of Chris- 
tianity was left untried. We 
can only say, a remnant was 
saved.—We now dismiss the 
Roman empire, the mightiest 
fabric of human wisdom and 
power. 

The religion of Mahomet, 
which can boast of a greater 
number of votaries than any 
other scheme of worship owned 
among men, is, merely, a sys- 
tem of persecution. The funda- 
mental dogma is this: ‘God 
“ hath sent his prophets, Abra- 
“ ham, Moses, and Jesus Christ, 
* to instruct and reclaim man- 
*“* kind by the power of miracles, 
“and the exhibition of truth. 
“ These having proved ineffec- 
“ tual, he has now sent his last 
“and greatest prophet, Ma- 
“ homet, to convince them by 
“the power of the sword.”— 
Under this persuasion, the pil- 
grims of Mecca are transform- 
ed into the armies of the Cre- 
scent, and, through the terror 
of their arms, the nations of the 
east are brought to bow at the 
tomb of the false prophet, and 
receive as divine the polluted 
fables of the Alcoran. Wherev- 
er they go, the blood of Pagans, 
Jews, and Christians, stains their 
swords ; and their Harbinger 
proclaims, “ Own the Prophet 
or die.” It being one of their 
precepts that - act can be more 
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meritorious in the sight of God, 
than the murder of an unbelicv- 
er, every votary becomes an 
executioner. This itposture 
has now existed twelve centu- 
ries, and still claims the vassal- 
lage of millions —The most of 
people have seen the very inter- 
esting story lately published in 
the popular discourse, entitled 
“ The Star in the East.” Two 
illustrious young Mahometans, 
warm friends, left their homes, 
for the benefit of travel in foreign 
countries. One of them, occa- 
sionally, separated from his com- 
panion, came across a part of a 
bible, and, by the power of di- 
vine grace, became a Christian. 
The other, hearing of his lapse 
from the religion of their fathers, 
forgetting all the ties of humani- 
ty and friendship, pursued him 
with unrelenting vengeance, nor 
would be satisfied till he saw 
him expire by the hand of the 
executioner. But the same 
sovereign grace which convert- 
ed his friend, subdued the heart 
of the murderer, and he now 
lives an illustrious witness for 
Jesus. Yet, obliged to fly his 
native country, to avoid the fate 
of his friend. 

This is a brief view of the 
character of some of the many 


systems of false religion, which | 


have been embraced in the 


be adduced to any extent, but a 
sketch was all that was intend- 
ed. The facts which have been 
mentioned are such as evidently 
flowed from the spirit of false 
religion, and cannot justly be 
ascribed to natural or particular 
causes. When we see all classes 
of people engere in the cause 
of persecution, with such extra- 


characteristic of 
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ordinary ardor, laying aside the 
great principles of humanity, 
we conclude it is not from any 
motive of state policy, which, 
wenerally, interests but a small 
portion of people, but from the 
transcendent influences of su- 
perstition, which can engage 
every heart.—From this view of 
the character of natural religion, 
it would secm that its advecates 
would be cautious of reviling 
Christianity for its persecutions, 
“ Produce your cause saith the 
Lord.” ‘The enemies of reveal- 
ed truth are challenged to pro- 
duce their own cause for exam- 
ination, and bring forth all their 
reasons for its support. In such 
an enquiry, the friends of Christ 
are never afraid to enter the 
lists. 

I will now attempt to show 
the injustice of the charge of 
persecution, brought against the 
religion of the Bible. 

I think it will not be pretend- 
ed that any precept, enjoining 
or countenancing persecution, 
can be found in the whole word 
of God. That is the law and 
the testimony to which we ad- 
here. And if it cannot be found 
there, it cannot be charged upon 
the truth of our religion ; but, 
if at all, upon the perversions of 
error.—The land of Canaan was 


given to the children of Jacob 
world, as it respects persecu- | 


tion. Similar authorities might | 


— 





for a possession. The iniquity 
of the Amorites being now full, 
they were directed to extermi- 
nate the inhabitants. This was 
done by the express command 
of God, which was confirmed 
by every miraculous interposi- 
tion of his providence which 
took place during the long con- 
test. These events admit of a 
satisfactory vindication, but that 


| does not belong to the present 
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subject. The whole difficulty 
is solved by a single declaration 
of God. Deut. ix. 5. “ Not for 
“ thy righteousness, or for the 
“uprightness of thine heert, 
«“ dost thou go to possess their 
‘land ; but for the wickedness 
“‘ of these nations the Lord thy 
“ God doth drive them out from 
“before thee.” As they were 
directed to drive the inhabitants 
from the land, they were order- 
ed to “destroy their altars, 
“break their images, and cut 
“ down their groves ; lest they 
“be for a snare in the midst of 
“thee.” Alli this is to be referred 
to the immediate appointment of 
“the most High, who ruleth in 
“ the kingdom of men, and giv- 
“ eth it to whomsoever he will.” 
The conquest of Canaan cannot 
then, in any sense, be called per- 
secution.—The children of Is- 
rael, in taking possession of the 
land of promise, were not allow- 
ed to make war upon any people 
but the seven nations of Canaan 
which had been devoted to des- 
truction. Edom, Moab, and 
Ammon gave Israel every pro- 
vocation, but being forbidden to 
do them any injury, they quietly 
passed by them, and left them 
unmolested. They never were 
authorised to make war upon 
any irreligion or idolatry, but in 
the land of their inheritance. 
And we never find the princes 
of Jutea engaging in war with 
any of the neighboring nations, 
on account of their offering wor- 
Ship to,false gods. 

Our divine Lord sent forth his 


disciples, with the power of 
trutu, with the power of mira- 
cles, with the power of submis- 
sion toinjuries ; but never with 


the power of the sword. Said 
one of his disciplies, Master, 
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“¢ we saw one casting out devils 
“ in thy name, and he followeth 
“ not us ; and we forbade him, 
* because he followeth not us. 
“ But Jesus said, Forbid him 
“not.” When the enemies of 
Christ came to take him as a 
criminal, Peter drew his sword. 
“ Then said Jesus unto him, 
“ Put up again thy sword into 
“ his place : for all they that 
“take the sword shall perish 
‘- with the sword.” The apostles 
and primitive Christians went 
forth in an unfriendly world, 
and, in imitation of their divine 
Master, * when they suffered, 
«“‘ threatened not ; but commit- 
“ted themselves to him that 
“ judgeth righteously.” Du- 
ring three centuries, in which 
the church was in a state of con- 
stant persecution by the Roman 
power, we find no account of 
their making any attempts to 
subvert the government, though, 
at times, very numerous, or to 
make war upon their enemies. 
Neither did they raise the sword 
in their own defence, but sub- 
mitted without complaint to the 
holy appointments of heaven. 
In the early part of the fourth 
century, all the power. of the 

ire was transferred ‘o the 
h of ‘the Christians; At 
thi8¢time, the wounds of the 
church were still bleeding which 
were received inthe persecution 
of Diocletian. Did they return 
upon their Pagan neighbors and 
murderers the evils they had 
received from them? Not in 
the least. Would any religion 
but that of Jesus have done 
thus ?—-There, persecution cea- 
sed. With equal privilege, the 
Pagan might pour out his liba- 
tion, and offer his profane rites 
at the shrine of Jupiter and 
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Bacchus ; and the friend of Em- 
manuel might kneel in the tem- 
ple of the living God. Perhaps 
the world has never been more 
free from religious persecution, 
than it was for several centuries 
from that time. 

When the papal powcr arose 
and became a temporal as well 
as a spiritual power, Rome once 
more raised the standard of 
persecution. This power, in- 
deed, was, nominally, Christian, 
but it is known to all that it is 
expressly disowned by the 
church of Christ. After it 
became an usurping, persecuting 
power, it ceased to be the true 
church, and was anti-christ. It 
was opposed, it was an enemy 
to Christ, to his gospel, to his 
people, to his kingdom. Inthe 
chambers of the Vatican sat the 
great apostacy, while the church 
had fled into the wilderness, had 
sought refuge in the vallies of 
Piedmont, and “ wandered in 
“deserts, and in mountains, 
“ and in dens, and caves of the 
“earth.” This anti-christian 
power is expressly pointed out 
by the sacred writers. 1 Tim. 
iv. 1, &c. Now the spirit 
“* speaketh expressly, that in the 
“ latter times some shall depart 
* from the faith, giving heed to 
“ seducing spirits, and doctrines 
“ of devils ; speaking lies in 
“ hypocrisy ; having their con- 
“ sciences seared with a hot 
“iron ; forbidding to marry, 
“and commanding to abstain 
«“ from meats.” How accurate- 
ly the catholic power is here 
described ! -2 Thes. ii. 3. &c. 
«“ Let no man deceive you by 
“ any means ; for that day shall 
“ not come, except there come 
¢ a falling away first, and that 
«man of sin be revealed, the 
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“son of perdition: Who o 
“ poseth and exalteth himself 
“ above all that is called God, 
“or that is worshipped ; so 
“ that he, as God, sitteth in the 
“ temple of God, shewing him- 
“ self that he is God.—And 
“then shall that wicked be 
“ revealed, whom the Lord 
“ shall consume with the spirit 
“ of his mouth, and shall de- 
“ stroy with the brightness of 
* his coming : Even him, whose 
“coming is after the working 
“ of Satan, with all power, and 
“signs, and lying wonders ; 
“ and with all deceivableness of 
“ unrighteousness in them that 
“ perish.” This man of sin is, 
most clearly, the papal govern- 
ment. And, after this descrip- 
tion, who can say itis the church 
of Christ ? With equal energy, 
is this wicked power described 
in the Revelation. Rev. !3. 
“ And I stood upon the sand of 
“ the sea, and saw a beast rise 
“ up out of the sea, having sev- 
“ en heads and ten horns, and 
* upon his horns ten crowns, and 
“ upon his heads the name of 
“ blasphemy. And all the world 
“ wondered after the beast— 
“ And there was given unto him 
“ a mouth speaking great things, 
“ and blasphemies ; and power 
“ was given unto him to conti- 
“nue forty and two months. 
* And he opened his mouth in 
“blasphemy against God, to 
* blaspheme his name, and his 
“tabernacle, and them that 
“* dwell in heaven. And it was 
“ given unto him to make war 
“ with the saints, and to over- 
“come them : And all that 
“dwell upon the earth shall 
“worship him, whose names 
“ are not written in the book of 
“life of the Lamb slain from 
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“ the foundation of the world.” 
Such being the character and 
standing of this second persecu- 
ting power of Rome, its oppres- 
sions and excesses can never, 
reasonably, be laid to the ac- 
count of Christianity. It is as 
real, and as bitter an enemy to 
the religion of Christ Jesus, as 
the old Pagan Rome. The per- 
secutions of any power, which 
in reality renounces the religion 
of the holy scriptures, whatever 
may be its pretensions, are to 
be set to the account of false re- 
ligion, and Christianity is ac- 
quitted. 

The Jews, after they had 
wholly departed from the faith, 
after they had ceased to be the 
church of God, after they had 
crucified the Lord of glory, 
which none of the princes of 
this world would have done, be- 
came persecutors. The early 
disciples suffered continually 
from their malice. Acts xii. 1. 
&c. + Now, about that time, 
“ Herod the king stretched 
‘‘ forth his hands to vex certain 
‘of the church. And he kil- 
6 led James, the brother of John, 
‘ with the sword. And because 
Ss he saw it fileased the Jews, he 
* proceeded further to take Pe- 
“ teralso.” In succeeding times, 
there is an instance of the ma- 
lice of persecution, in this peo- 
ple, exceeding, I think, any 
thing of the kind found in histo- 
ry. Chosroes, king of Persia, a- 
bout the year of Christ 617, 
having been very successful in 
his wars in Syria and Cappado- 
cia, took a great many Chris- 
tlans, prisoners, and carried 
them to his own dominions. 
There, they were sold for slaves. 
Ninety thousand of them were 
purchased by Jews who resided 


Jalse religion, not of Christianity. 





53 


in his kingdom, and when they 
had bought them, they put 
them all todeath. When the 
Jews stood at the trial of the 
king of glory, they took the 
side of unbelief, and there have 
they continued to this day. 
Their persecutions, therefore, 
are the persecutions of false re- 
ligion. 

The catholic church never 
became a persecutor, till after 
it had obtained great temporal 
power, till it had declined to 
the lowest state of corruption, 
till it had renounced “ the faith 
which was once delivered unto 
the saints.” Instead of being 
the church of Christ, its great 
object was “to make war with 
“the saints, and to overcome 
“them.” Afler all, the perse- 
cutions of the Romish church, 
though indeed terrible, have 
been much less than is general- 
ly apprehended. The first per- 
son who suffered death for his 
religion, in England, was Sir 
John Oldcastle, ia the year 
1418. The odious tribunal of 
the inquisition, was established 
in the south of Europe, in the 
early part of the thirteenth cen- 
tury. From that time, to the 
reformation, about three hun- 
dred years, the persecution of 
pretended heretics was gene- 
rally carried on, with greater or 
less severity, in most of the ca- 
tholic countries. There were, 
however, but few who suffered 
death, before the fourteenth cen- 
tury. Yet these persecutions, 
which were supported by the 
man of sin, cruel as they were, 
were far less severe and exten- 
sive than those which took place 
under the government of heath- 
en Rome. Rome papal drank 
the blood of thousands of mar- 
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tyrs, but Rome pagan her ten | 
thousands. It is my opinion 
that ancient Rome has, frequent- | 
ly, shed the blood of more mar- 
tyrs of Jesus, in one day, than 
all that have ever suffered on the | 
Island of Great Britain. | 
Still, the enemies of Jesus will | 
say, all the wars which have de- 
solated the world, have been 
caused by the Christian reli- 
gion. Such an assertion is ea- 
sily made: and by one who 
will not examine, and who wish- 
es it true, it is easily believed. 
But no assertion is more unrea- 
sonable. For three centurics 
after Christ, the period of the 
heathen persecutions, the Chris- 
tians constantly suffered, with- 
out even raising the sword for 
their defence. No independent 
government espoused their 
cause, no war was waged in 
their favor. At that time, the 
empire became Christian, and 


no war was undertaken against 


the Christian cause. Nor can 
it be said that any war, on ac- 
count of religion, took place, 
previous to the invasions of the 
Mahometans, nearly four cen- 
turies after this time. Then, 
the Christian nations were com- 
pelled to take arms for their 
defence, against that persecu- 
ting power. 

In the eleventh century, the 
pope of Rome 
Christian countries, to take 
arms for the expulsion of the 
Saracens from the country of 
Palestine. This was the first 
war professedly undertaken, un- 
der the banner of Christianity. 
Previous to which, for a thou- 
sand years, a period in which 
Europe suffered as severely by 
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wars as in any other millenary 
of time, none of their wars can | 
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reasonably be imputed to Chris. 
tianity, notwithstanding all the 
corruptions which prevailed in 
the latter part of that period. 
The wars of the crusades were 
carried on in the east, but, the 
most of the time, without great 
violence, for two or three cen- 
turies. Excepting these, there 
were few wars under the pre- 
tence of religion, till the period 
of the reformation. When the 
people of God came out from 
the temple of the beast, and 
were separated from him, the 
sword was raised for their de- 
struction, with unrelenting fury. 
From the commencement of 
the war of Smalcald, in the year 
1546, to the peace of Westpha- 
lia in 1648, the most of the 
wars in Europe were under the 
name of religion. This was a 
struggle of the protestant 
church, for their very exist- 
ence, against the persecuting 
power of Rome. Since the 
peace of Westphalia, very few 
wars have been promoted under 
the pretence of religion. 

From this brief statement of 
historic facts, I would apjeal to 
impartial decision. And let any 
reasonable person say, whether 
the war and carnage which have 
desolated the world can, with 
any propriety, be imputed to 
Christianity. Let him also say, 
whether the religion of the holy 
scriptures can justly be called a 


| persecuting religion. The wars 


and persecutions which have 
been maintained under the 
Christian name, are the works 
of the man of sin, who exalteth 
himself above all that is called 
God. And will not the advo- 
cates of natural religion blush 
to contemplate the sufferings 
which the dreams of Paganism 








1811.) The terrors 


and the dogmas of Mahomet 
have brought upon mankind ? 
Judaism and nominal Christian- 
ity may join in the work of de- 
struction, but not till they have 
renounced the rock of ages, 
and launched upon the tempests 
of infidelity. The religion of 
the divine Emmanuel is charity 
and peace : The religion of the 
world is cruelty and destruc- 
tion. 
tt i 


The terrors of the Lord. 


N his second epistle to the 
church at Corinth, Paul 
writes— Knowing therefore the 
terror of the Lord, we frersuade 
men.” This is a direct infer- 
ence from what the apostle had 
said in the foregoing verses. In 
these verses, he had been de- 
scribing the present state and 
future prospects of Christians. 
He represents them, while in 
the body, as burdened and 
groaning under the evils and 
calamities of the present imper- 
fect state ; and yet supported 
and comforted, by the future 
and invisible objects of faith.— 
He brings into view their happy 
and glorious change at death, 
and their still more happy and 
glorious condition, at the resur- 
rection of the body, and the 
general judgment. From these 
sources of joy and blessedness 
to the righteous, he infers the 
terror of the Lord to the wick- 
ed. And he plainly intimates, 
that he and the other apostles, 
in preaching the gospel, made 
use of the terrors contained 
therein, as motives to persuade 
sinners to embrace it. Hence 


results this general observa- 
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Those who teach the gospel, 
ought to exhibit the terrors of 
the Lord to sinners. 

To illustrate this observation, 
it is observed, ' 

First, That the gospel con- 
tains the terrors of the Lord. 

By the gospel, we are to un- 
derstand the Revelation, which 
God has made of himself, in his 
word, and more especially in the 
New Testament. Some have 
supposed there is a wide differ- 
ence between the Old Testa- 
ment and New, in point of ter- 
ror. They have considered the 
New Testament under the ap- 
pellation of gospel, and the Old 
Testament under the appella- 
tion of law; and represented 
the law as full of terror, but the 
gospel as full of mercy and 
mildness. ‘There seems to be 
no foundation for this distinc- 
tion between the true spirit and 
import of the law and gospel. 
I shall, however, now confifie 
myself chiefly to the terrors of 
the Lord, which are contained 
in the gospel, strictly so called. 
This leads me to observe, 

1. That the gospel represents 
God as ordaining, decrecing, de- 
termining, or fixing all events 
from eternity ; which is a terri- 
ble idea to sinners. There are 
many passages in the New Tes- 
tament, which clearly represent 
God as decreeing, or fore-ordain- 
ing all events. The apostle 
James declared before the eccle- 
siastical council at Jerusalem, 
that * known unto God are alt 
his works from the beginning 
of the world.” Paul, in his dis- 
course before the learned hea- 
then at Athens, asserted, that 
“ God hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell 
| on all the face of the earth, and 
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hath determined the times be- 
fore appointed and the bounds 
of their habitation.” In_ his 
epistle to the Ephesians, he re- 
presents God as choosing a cer- 
tain number of mankind to eter- 
nal life, and as creating all things 
according to his eternal pur- 
pose, which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. ‘These, 
and many other passages in the 
New Testament, plainly teach 
the doctrine of God’s eternal 
decrees, whica absolutely fix the 
certainty of all future events, 
respecting every created being 
in the universe. The gospel 
more fully and clearly exhibits 
the eternal and immutable pur- 
poses of God, than the legal dis- 
pensation ever did. And when- 
ever this idea of God is impres- 
sed upon the minds of sinners, 
it never fails to produce terror. 
It is, indeed, a most solemn and 
interesting truth, that with God 
there is no variableness, nor 
shadow of turning ; that his 
counsel shall stand, and he will 
do all his pleasure. In imme- 
diate connection with this, I 
may observe, 

2. That the gospel represents 
God, not only as decrecing all 
things, but as constantly and ir- 
resistibly carrying his decrees 
into execution. The apostle 
expressly declares, that “ he 
worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will.” He 
acts in every instance, in the 
works of creation, providence 
and grace, exactly as he intend- 
ed to act, from the early days of 
eternity. His agency is con- 
cerned in every motion of a 
natural body, and in every action 
ofa moral agent. All his crea- 
tures live and move, as well as 
have their being in him. He 





works in alt intelligent creatures 
both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. He causes the 
earth to move, the sun to rise, 
the rain to fall, the wind to blow, 
and every creature to act, in 
perfect correspondence to his 
original and eternal design. His 
agency is not only constant and 
universal, but irresistible. There 
is none who can stay his hand, 
or control, or obstruct his opera- 
tions, whether he acts with or 
without the instrumentality of 
second causes. ‘This is a trait 
of the divine character, which 
is full of terror to all the ene- 
mies of God. 

3. The gospel represents 
God as a sovereign in all the 
dispensations of his grace ; 
which to the graceless is a 
most terrible and fearful truth. 
Christ and his apostles say much 
concerning the sovereignty of 
God, forming the vessels of 
mercy and vessels of wrath. 
After Christ had been preach- 
ing abundantly and powerfully 
to the inhabitants of Chorazin 
and Bethsaida, who resisted and 
rejected the gospel, “ At that 
time Jesus said, I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast 
hid these things from the wise 
and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes. Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in 
thy sight.” Paul insists large- 
ly upon the doctrine of divine 
sovereignty in the dispensations 
of grace, in the ninth chapter of 
his epistle to the saints at Rome, 
and illustrates it both from scrip- 
ture and reason. Having intro- 
duced the case of Jacob and E- 
sau, he proceeds to ask, “ What 
shall we say then ? Is there un- 


righteousness with God ? God 
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forbid. For he saith to Moses, 
I will have mercy on whom I 
will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will 
have compassion. So then itis 
not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of God 
that sheweth mercy. For the 
scripture saith unto Pharaoh, 
Even for this same purpose 
have I raised thee up, that I 
might shew my power in thee, 
and that my name might be de- 
clared throughout all the earth. 
Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy and 
whom he will he hardeneth. 
Thou wilt then say unto me, 
Why doth he yet find fault ? 
Tor who hath resisted his will ? 
Nay, but, O man, who art thou, 
that repliest against God ? Shall 
the thing formed, say to him 
that formed it, Why hast thou 
made me thus? Hath not the 
potter power over the clay of 
the same lump to make one ves- 
sel unto honor and another unto 
dishonor ? What, if God willing 
io shew his wrath and make his 
power known, endured with 
much long-suffering, the vessels 
of wrath fitted to destruction ; 
and that he might make known 
the riches of his glory on the 
vessels of mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto glory ?” 
The apostle conveys the same 
sentiment in the eleventh chap- 
ter. “ What then ? Israel hath 
not obtained that which he seek- 
eth for ; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were 
blinded.” God gives and de- 
nies his special grace, when, 
and where, and to whom he 
pleases. He neither consults 
his creatures in dispensing his 
grace, nor even regards what 
they would esteem wisest and 
Vor. IV. No. 2. 
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best, in forming the characters 
of men and fitting them for their 
final condition. He leaves those, 
who the world would say were 
the most proper to be taken; 
and he takes those whom the 
world would say were the most 
proper to be left. So the apos- 
tle intimates to Christians: “ Ye 
see your calling, brethren, how 
that not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble are called. But 
God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound 
the wise ; and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to 
confound the mighty—that no 
flesh should glory in his pre- 
sence.” Such divine sovereign- 
ty in fitting men for their future 
and final state, is one of the ter- 
rible attributes of the Deity to 
sinners. 

4. The gospel represents 
God as highly displeased with 
sinners, which renders him ter- 
rible in their view. The apos- 
tle says, “ The wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all 
the ungodliness and unrighteous- 
nessof men.” And again it is 
said, ** He that believeth on the 
son hath everlasting life ; and he 
that believeth not the son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him.” God is 
angry with the wicked every 
day, and every moment. His 
hatred of sin is equal to his love 
of holiness, and his aversion to 
sinners is equal to his hatred of 
sin. He is infinitely pleased 
with holiness, and therefore in- 
finitely displeased with sin. His 
displeasure is more terrible to 
sinners, than the displeasure of 
any other, or all other beings, 
because it is armed with omni- 
potence. Hence says our Say- 
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jour, “ Fear not them, who kill 
the body, and are not able to 
kill the soul: but rather fear 
him, who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell.” The 
vindictive justice of God is one 
of his most amiable and awful 
attributes, and spreads terror 
ever all his other perfections to 
his enemies. Besides, 

5. The gospel represents 
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God as the supreme and final | 


judge, who is determined to 
call all his intelligent creatures 
to an account, and to reward 
and punish them according to 
their works. In this view God 
is clothed with infinite majesty 
and terror ; or in this, the ter- 
ror of the Lord summarily con- 
sists. So the apostle argues in 
writing to the saints at Corinth. 
Having said, “ We must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, that every one may 
receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or 
bad,” he draws this inference, 
“ Knowing therefore the terror 
of the Lord, we persuade men.” 
It is the gospel that has brought 
life and immortality to light, 
and clearly revealed the resur- 
rection of the body, the general 
judgment and eternal rewards 
and punishments. These were 
the subjects on which Christ 
dwelt most frequently and large- 
ly, in all his preaching. At one 
time he said (o sinners, “ Ye ser- 
pents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damna- 
tion of hell?” At another time 
he said, “ The hour is coming, 
when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and 
shill come forth, they that have 
done good to the resurrection of 
life ; and they that have done 
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evil to the resurrection of dam- 
nation.” In the parable of the 
fishes taken in a net, in the para. 
ble of the tares and of the wheat, 
and the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus, he taught the 
final separation of the wicked 
from the righteous, and their in- 
finitely different condition in the 
future world. And in the twen- 
ty fifth chapter of Matthew’s 
gospel, he describes the pro- 
cess of the great and last day, 
and in the conclusion of the de- 
scription declares, that the wick- 
ed shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment, but the righte- 
ous into life eternal. Paul, in 
his discourse to the Athenians, 
preached the doctrine of the re- 
surrection and general judg- 
ment. After drawing the true 
character of God, he goes on to 
say, that “ he now commandeth 
all men every where to repent ; 
because he hath appointed a day 
in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained, 
whereof he hath given assu- 
rance unto all men in that he 
raisel him from the dead.” 
Speaking of the enemies of 
Christians, he says, “ Seeing it 
is a righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation unto 
them that trouble you ; and to 
you, who are troubled, rest 
with us, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels in flam- 
ing fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his 
power.” Again, speaking of 
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the gospel, he says, “ If we sin 
wilfully after that we have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sin, but a certain 
fearful looking for of judg- 
ment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversa- 
ries. He that despised Moses’ 
law, died without mercy under 
two or three witnesses : of how 
much sorer punishment, sup- 
pose ye, shall he be accounted 
worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the cove- 
nant wherewith he was sanctifi- 
ed an unholy thing, and hath 
done despite to the spirit of 
grace ? For we know him that 
hath said, Vengeance is mine, 
I will recompense saith the 
Lord.” And again, “ The Lord 
shall judge his people. It isa 
fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God.”— 
Thus it appears, that the gospel 
does contain the terrors of the 
Lord, and dispiays those things 
in the character and conduct of 
God, which are infinitely solemn 
and terrible to sinners, who are 
the objects of his wrath, and 
exposed to feel the awful effects 
of it for ever.—I now proceed to 
show, 

Those, who teach men, ought 
to exhibit the terrors of the 
Lord in preaching the gospel to 
sinners. It seems, at first view, 
as though there could be no oc- 
casion of proving, or even illus- 
trating this point, which appears 
to carry its own evidence with 
it. But we know that many are 
disposed to question the pro- 
priety and importance of preach- 
ing the terrors of the Lord, un- 
der the gospel. There may be 
indeed a great impropriety in 
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the manner of preaching the 
terrors of the Lord; and un- 
doubtedly some preachers do, 
in pretending to preach the ter- 
rors of the Lord, use very im- 
proper expressions, and even 
gestures, and actually preach 
their own terrors, instcad of the 
terrors of the Lord. But it will 
appear from one or two plain 
observations, that it is not only 
a truth, but a very interesting 
one, that ministers ought to 
preach the terrors of the Lord 
to sinners. 

It is impossible to preach 
the gospel fully and plainly to 
sinners, without exhibiting the 
terrors of the Lord. ‘These are 
contained, as we have seen, in 
the gospel. And since they are 
contained in it, they must be 
preached, when the gospel is 
preached. But it is not only 
true, that the terrors of the Lord 
are contained in the gospel, but 
also that the whole gospel is 
connected with these truths.— 
Those attributes and preroga- 
tives in God, which are the most 
terrible, are the very things 
which rendered the gospel ab- 
solutely necessary for the sal- 
vation of sinners. There is 
nothing more terrible in the 
character of God, than his per- 
fect holiness, rectitude, and vin- 
dictive justice. And these di- 
vine attributes rendered the a- 
tonement of Christ, and the 
whole scheme of salvation, ab- 
solutely necessary for the de- 
liverance of sinful men. And 
unless these terrible attributes 
of God are exhibited, it is im- 
possible that sinners should see 
the necessity of the gospel, or 
their own obligations to embrace 
it. Hence teachers areas much 





bound in duty to display the ter- 
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rors of the Lord, as they are to 
preach the gospel itself. If 
they omit to hold up the terrors 
of the Lord in their instruction, 
they handle the word of God 
deceitfully, and neglect to de- 
clare his whole counsel. They 
give a false view of God, of 
Christ, and of the whole scheme 
of redemption. 

Teachers ought to exhibit the 
terrors of the Lord, because this 
is the way in which the pro- 
phets, Christ, and the apostles, 
preached to sinners. Search 
the scriptures, and there the 
reader will find, that all the in- 
spired teachers exhibited the ter- 
rors of the Lord, in language 
the most plain, pathetic and 
solemn. Let him read the de- 


scriptions, which Moses, Solo- 
mon, David, Isaiah, and Habak- 
kuk, have given of the only liv- 
ing and true God ; and he must 
be convinced, that they exhibit- 


ed the terrors of the Lord, in a 
manner extremely plain and 
awful. Let him read the de- 
scription, which Christ and the 
apostles give of the character, 
the purposes, the agency, the 
sovereignty, and final judgment 
of God, respecting the whole 
intelligent creation, and he must 
believe, that they taught the ter- 
rors of the Lord, in all their 
weight and solemnity. These 
divine teachers have set an ex- 
ample, which all the ministers 
of the gospel and parents ought 
to follow, in instructing sinful, 
perishing creatures. 

But this will more clearly ap- 
pear, if we consider, further, 
that the terrors of the Lord are 
the most powerful motives to 
lead sinners to escape the wrath 
to come and lay hold on eternal 
life. It was this, which induced 
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the apostles to exhibit the ter- 
rors of the Lord before the 
minds of sinners. ‘ Knowing 
therefore the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men.” Sinners 
are so well satisfied with the 
happiness of this world, that 
they have no disposition to re- 
nounce it for the happiness of 
heaven. Hence the motives 
drawn from the glory and bles- 
sedness of a future and eternal 
state, have but very little influ- 
ence upon their minds to seek 
the kingdom of heaven. It is 
not the gracious invitations of 
the gospel that will turn their 
attention from the world and the 
things of the world. This our 
Saviour taught by the parable 
of the gospel-feast. Those, who 
were invited, made light of it, 
and stupidly pursued theirworld- 
ly objects. And this has been 
verified wherever the gospel 
has been preached. Not the 
mercies of God, but the terrors 
of the Lord, have always had 
the most influence to awaken 
men from their security, and 
rouse them to attend to the 
things of their everlasting peace. 

Dr. Watts observes, that he 
never knew but one instance of 
a sinpner’s being awakened, by 
any other consideration than 
terror. While sinners see and 
attend to nothing in God, but 
his boundless love and grace, 
they feel very safe, and refer 
the concerns of their souls toa 
more convenient season. But 
when they are constrained to 
see and contemplate God in all 
the majesty of his sovereignty, 
and vindictive justice, they can- 
not but fear before him. It was 
while Paul exhibited the terrors 
of tke Lord, before Felix, that 
he trembled. It was while Pe: 
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ter displayed the terrors of the 
Lord before the crucifiers of 
Christ, that they were pricked 
in the heart, and cried out in 
distress and anxiety, What 
must we do? It was nothing 
but the terror of the Lord that 
awakened the jailor, and con- 
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strained him to seek for mercy. 
The terrors of the Lord are pro- 
per, and most powerful motives 
to persuade sinners to become 
reconciled to God, and embrace 
the only hope set before them 
in the gospel. 
L. S. 


ert i 
Religious Intelligence. 
DOMESTIC. 


ASTATEMENT 
OF THE FUNDS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF 
CONNECTICUT, JANUARY 1, 1811. 
No. 1. 
Receifits by the Treasurer in the year, 1810. 


Contributions in the New Settlements, viz. 
February 8. To Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, $1 


Rev. Abraham Scott, 3 
Rev. Calvin Ingals, 5 
Rev. Abraham Scott, 6 

1 


April 
June 


16. 
14, 


0 
1 


5 
5 


Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 


22. 
17, 
27. 
October 4. 
22. 
26. 
, 
November14. 
15. 
27. 


August Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev, Joseph Avery, 5 
Ebenezer Kingsbury, 

Rev. John Spencer, 

Rev. Timothy Harris, 

James Parker, 

Rev. Calvin Ingals, 

Rev, Israel Brainerd, 

Rev. Giles H. Cowles, 

Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 

Rev. William Lockwood, 

Rev. Simon Waterman, 


13 27 
19 56 
10 
SO 25 
27 96 
4 50 
4 25 
1 63 
3 46 
4 82 


Sundry Donations, viz. 


February 27. From Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
Enfield Society, 

A friend of Missions, Cheshire, 4 
A female friend of Missions, 5 
Rev. George Colton, 
Mrs. Martha Colton, 
A friend of Missions, 


April 16. 

ay 9. 
14, 
July 25. 


August 11. 


10 
® 15 25 


SO 
10 
1 55 
75 80 


Avails of Books, viz. 
November 17. Connecticut Evangelical or mee 7 = 12 
. 0. 2 


December 25. do. do, 


31. Interest on Notes and Bonds, 


748 12 
1748 71 


G 2714 34 
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No. 


Disbursements by order of the Trustees. 


2. 


To Missionaries, viz. 


January 1. Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, 
15. Rev. Abraham Scott, 
19. Rev. Joseph aeee 
February 5. Kev. James Bo 
8. Rev. Jonathan _ 
Ditto, 
12. Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
Rev. Abraham Scott, 
27. Ditto, 
March 1. Rev. Aaron Cleveland, 
22. Kev. Silas L. Bingham, 
27. Rev. Joshua Becr, 
April 3. Rev. Salmon King, 
12. Rev. Hubbel Loomis, 
16. Rev. Calvin Ingals, 
Ditto, 


19. Mr. Eben. 1. Leavenworth, 


23. Rev. John Spencer, 
24. Rev. Aaron Cleveland, 
25. Rev. Timothy Harvis, 
30. Rev. Samuel P. Robbins, 
May 9. Rev. Giles H. Cowles, 
11. Rev- James Boyd, 
Rev. Simon Waterman, 
Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
16. Rev. Joshua Beer, 
19. Rev. John Spencer, 
23. Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
Rev. Joshua Beer, 
June 12. Rev. Abraham Scott, 
13. Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
22. Rev. Joseph Avery, 
Ditto, 
25. Rev. William Lockwood, 
July 11. Rev. ‘Thomas Barr, 
Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
25. Rev. Joshua Beer, 
30. Mr. John F. Bliss, 
August 3. Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, 
Rev, Nathan B. Derrow, 
4, Rev. Joshua Beer, 


New Connecticut, 
Qhio, 
New-York, 
New Connecticut, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Ohio, 
do. 
New-York, 
Vermont, 
New Connecticut, 
Vermont, 
New-York, 
do. 
rites 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Ohio, 
New-York, 
New Connecticut, 
do. 
New-York, 
New Connecticut, 
do. 
New-York, 
New Connecticut, 
do, 
Ohio, 
New Connecticut, 
New-York, 
do. 
Pennsylvania, 
New Connecticut, 
do. 
do. 
New-York, 
New Connecticut, 
do. 
do. 


16. Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, Pennsylvania, 
d 


Ditto, 
17. Rev. John Spencer, 
21. Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, 
Rev. John § a 
Rev. Timothy Harris, 
* Mr. Henry Frost, 
Sept. 19. Rev. Hubbel Loomis, 
Onteber 3 3. Rev. James Boyd, 
Rev. Joshua Beer: ‘ 
4. Rev. Simeon Parmele, 
Rev. Holland Weeks, 
Rev. James Parker, 
Rev, John Denison, 


0. 
New-York, 
New Connecticut, 
New-York, 
Ohio, 
New-York, 

do. 
New Connecticut, 

do. 

Vermont, 

do. 

do. 

do. 


[ Fen, 


§ 7 
40 


50 
120 


10 
J 
100 


120 


109 


96 44 

4 16 
19 56 
80 
40 
88 
32 
55 
50 
32 
128 
100 


we. pate y 
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October 26. Rev. Israel Brainerd, New-York, 24 
Rev. John Spencer, do. 100 , 
Rev. Isracl Brainerd, do. 40 7 
Rev. Giles H. Cowles, New Connecticut, $2 f 
27. Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, da. 60 f 
Nov. 12. Rev. Calvin Ingals, New-York, 136 
Rev. Nathan 8. Derrow, New Connecticut, 1 68 
15. Re. William Lockwood, Pennsylvania, 96 
16. Rev Thomas Berr, Ne 7 Cimbaion, 30 
20. Rev. Jonathan Lesslic, do. 40 
25. Rev. Simon Waterman, New-York, 160 
Rev. Joel T. Benedict, do, 40 
3614 29 


Other Exprenses in the course of the year, viz 
Expenses attending sending books to the new settlements. 


For Magazines 642 dollars, which was paid back to 
the ‘Treasurer as avails of the Magazine, and ap- 
propriated to the permanent fund, - - - § 642 
For sundry books, binding Magazines, boxes for 
books, packing and transportation of books, and 
rent of a room for the Book Committee, - - 723 11 
—— 1365 11 


For Salary tothe Treasurer, - - - - - - 100 
Do. Auditor and Secretary, - - = - - 100 
Printing, Stationary, and Postage, - - - - 43 
Entertaining the Trustees, ee ee ee 13 

5235 40 
ne 
lt 
No. 3. 





Treasurer’s Account Current. 


Dr The Missionary Society of Connecticut, in Account ne Cr 
with Andrew Kingsbury, as their Treasurer. ' 








To Lewis Bliss’ Note, lost |{By Balance in favor of the 
by his obtaining an Act | Society, Jan. 1. 1810, 30799 62 
ot Insolvency, - - = 250 | By donations, interest, &c. 

1 Counterfeit Bill, - - - 5 || ‘as perstatement, No. 1. 2714 34 

Counterfeit silver, - - - 6 12) 

Paid by Order of the Com- ¥ 33513 96 
mittee as per statement, 
No.2, - - - - - 5235 40)|By balance of the above 

Balance carried to credit, | Account, - - - §& 28017 44 
of new Account, - - 28017 44; 





$ 33513 96 





Amount of permanent 
Fund, - - - - - 27699 83 













For current Expenses, 317 61 
$ 28017 44 








A. KINGSBURY, 7; to M. S. of Con. 
ABEL FLINT, ‘uditor. ee dae 


Hartford, January 1, 1811. 
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A particular List of the Contributions received in the New Settlements, 
contained in the General Statement, No.1. 


To Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, in 
New Conaecticut. 

Of Mr. John Andrews, Kins- 
man, g 1 

To Rev. Abraham Scott, in 
the state of Ohio, 





At Crabapple, 1 
Cross creek, 2 50 
Long run, 3 
Short creek, 3 

% 950 





To Rev. Calvin Ingals, in the 
Black River settlements. 








At Adams, 1 85 
Of Asa Arnold, Leyden, 1 
At Russia, 0 70 
Norway, 1 96 
Of a friend of missions at Le 
Ray, 1 
Ethel Brownson, Esq. Rut- 
land, ; 3 
At Watertown, 5 17 
Western, 1 
Steuben, 7 50 
Remsen, 2 50 
Norway, 7 79 
¥ 33 47 
To Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
in New Connecticut. 
From sundry persons, § 263 





To Rey. Joseph Avery. 

At Pompey, New-York, $5 

To Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, 
in New-York and Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Of Austin Smith, Mount Plea- 





sant, 0 75 
At Damascus, 3 83 
Of John Pollet, Palmyra, 0 17 
Capt. Howe, Newfoundland, 1 
At Nicholson, 1 60 
Windsor, 417 
Of Mrs. Lane, Windsor, 0 50 
a lady, do. 0 13 
David Payne, do. 0 12 
At Wysox, 1 
% 13 27 





To Rev. John Spencer, in the 
vicinity of Lake Erie. 


At Northeast, 4 
Greenfield, 1 
Buffaloe, 5 06 
Chetaughuee, 5 

do. 3 
Warsaw, 1 50 
S19 56 


To Rev. Timothy Harris, in 
the south west part of Ohio, $ 10 

To Rev. James Parker, in 
Vermont. 

Of Samuel Cobb, Hardwick, 1 


William Thomas, 1 
Elias Hall, 1 50 
Green ‘Towne, 0 50 


John Goss, 
Ebenezer Pierce, 
Amasa Morse, 
Samuel French, 
Daniel Chandler, 
Abijah Shed, 
‘Thomas M. Fuller, 
Daniel French, 
Levi Goodrich, 
Samuel Stephens, 
Theophilus Runlet, Walden, 
Robert Carr, _— 
Joseph Perkins, - 
Isaac W. Ewel, _— 
‘Thomas Farrington, — 
Nathaniel Burbank, — 
Deacon Cora, Craftsbury. 
Thomas Taylor, Wolcott, 
David Austin, Waterbury, 
Daniel H. Austin,, — 
Samuel Dutton, Stow, 
Daniel Dutton, — 
Ozias Boardman, — 


Gr Gr 
oo 


or 
oo 


ay 
Los) 


COM RN HO mMOHOM OME NH NOOH 
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To Rev. Isracl Brainerd. 
At Weston, New-York, ¥ 450 


To Rev. Giles H. Cowles. 
Of Asa D. Keyes, Middle- 
town, New Connecticut, 0 2% 
At Erie, 2 
Of Isaac Williams, Clinton, 
New-York, 
G4 25 


——= 
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To Rev. William Lockwood: To Rev. Simon Waterman. 
At Nanticoke, 2 58] At Western, New-York, 3 82 
Of Deacon Abner Rockwell, 0 88} Of Widow Jackson, Oneida, 1 
$3 46 % 4 82 
Other Donations to the Society. 


From Benjamin Beecher, of Cheshire, another lot of land, containing 


about 26 Acres. 


From Peter B. Gleason, 1400 numbers of the Connecticut Evangelical 
Magazine and Religious Intelligencer. 

From the Rev. Doctor Trumbull, 100 New-Haven Tracts, and 6 Bibles, 

From Benjamin Ely, of Simsbury, 2 M‘Clure’s Sermons. 

From the Rev. Thomas Williams, the ae which are now 


distributing in the State of New-York, by the 


ev. Joel T’. Benedict, a 


Missionary : viz. 286 Burder’s Village Sermons, single ; 17 Janeway’s 
Token for Children ; 28 Child’s last portion; 119 Newton’s Monu- 


ment; 14 Doddrid 
for children ; 8 


on the Care of the Soul ; 46 Familiar instructions 
itaker’s Address ; 7 Dialogue between a minister 


and parishioner ; 98 Death of John Bolles ; 37 Address from a Stran- 


er; 11 Christian and Hypoc 


rite distingu 


ished ; 48 Hemmingway’s 


Jiscourses to Children; 56 Best way to defend the Bible; 11 Plain 
Truths ; 19 Advice to young men ; 13 New-Year’s Gift ; 103 Monitor 
for Parents and Children ; 111 Religious Tracts ; 11 ot 8 eres Ma- 

azires ; 10 Lathrop’s Sermons ; 140 Gray’s Sermons on Salvation ; 82 

atts’ Divine Songs ; 3 Watts’ Catechism ; 40 Whitlock’s drop of 
honey ; 15 Windham Association Address ; 6 Doddridge’s Address ; 
3 Togood on Baptism; 12 Life of Faith ; 3 pig aie ode Sermons to 


Young Men; 1 


ason’s Remains ; 1 Porteus on Reve 
3 Westminster Address; 2 Lath 
Baxter’s Saint’s Rest ; 1 Religious 


ation ; 3 Bibles; 
on Baptism ; 3 Testaments ; 2 
radesman ; 1 Backus on Regene- 


ration ; 2 Edwards on the Affections ; 2 Gospel Sonnets ; 3 fe eee d 
of cheap tracts ; 1 Orton’s Discourses; 1 Cases of Conscience ; 1 Brown’s 
Concordance. Amounting to 1384 Books. 


Books sent to the New Settlements, in the course of the year, Viz, 


820 Religious Tracts cantainin 
474 Catechisms with Scripture 
of Christian Doctrines. 


450 Summary 


’ short Sermons, &c, 


424 Vols. Connecticut Evangelical Magazine. 
300 New-Haven Tracts. 
292 Pamphlets on Marriage. 
152 Watts’ Divine Songs. 
100 Sermon on Christ the Bread of Life, 
100 Sermons to Children. 
100 Shorter Catechism. 
76 Vols. Con. Evan. Mag. and Rel. Intel. 


60 Numbers 


Ditto. 


70 Trumbull’s Sermons on Divine Revelation, 


67 Dial 


es on Salvation. 


56 Hartford Selection of Hymns. 
50 Mother’s Catechism. 
50 Emerson’s Evangelical Primer. 
43 Washburn’s Sermons. 
36 Dwight’s Psalms and Hymns. 

36 Sermon on the Care of the Soul. 


Vor. 1V. No. 2. 
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25 Directions for Self-examination. 
24 Davidson’s Real Christian. 
24 Henry on Prayer. 
12 Troumbull on covenanting. 
8 Friendly Visit to the house of mourning. 
7 Doddridge’s Rise and Progress. 
6 Bibles. 
4 Baxter’s Saint’s Rest. 
2 Village Sermons. 
1 M‘Clure’s Sermons. 
3869 
1384 Given by Rev. Thomas Williams, as mentioned above. 
13911 Sent in preceding years. ; 


19164 Total number of Books sent to the new settlements. 


"SE SS 
Officers of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


TRUSTEEs. His Excellency John Treadwell, The Honorable 
Asher Miller, The Hon. Aaron Austin, The Hon. Jonathan Brace, 
Enoch Perkins, Esq. David Hale, Esq. The Rev. Messrs. Nathan 
Perkins, D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, Samuel J. Mills,* Mo- 
ses C. Welch, Andrew Yates. 


Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. Treasurer. 
Rev. Abel Flint, Auditor. 


His Excellency John Treadwell, Chairman, and the Rev. Abil 
Flint, Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 


Committee of Missions—The Hon. Jonathan Brace, Enoch 
Perkins, Esq. and the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, Samuel Nott, 
Moses C. Welch, Andrew Yates, and Abel Flint. 


Committee of Accounts—The Hon. Jonathan Brace, Enoch 
Perkins, Esq. and the Rey. Abel Flint. 


Fund Committee.—His Excellency John Treadwell, The Hon. 
Jonathan Brace, Enoch Perkins, Esq. and Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. 


Book Committee.—The Hon. Jonathan Brace, Enoch Perkins, 
Esq. Rev. Nathan Perkins, and Rev. Abel Flint. 


__ * Since the meeting of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, the Rev. 
samuel J. Mills has resigned his office as a Trustee, and the Rev. Eben- 


ezer Porter, of Washington has been elected a Trustee in his room, by 
the Board of ‘Trustees, 
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a 
Zranslation of the Scrifiturcs in- 
to the Eastern Languages. 


[Concluded from p. 40.] 


14. IN our last we laid be- 
fore the public, an account of all 
that we had received for the 
purpose of translations, from the 
beginning, with the manner in 
which it had been disbursed. 
There then appeared in our 
hands a balance of 1237I1r. 5a. 
6f. We now lay before you 
for publication a continuation of 
the accompt. (From this it ap- 
pears that there was a balance 
last year of 5630r. 15a. 11f. or 
about £. 700 sterling.) 

15. At the close of the last 
Memoir it was intimated, that 
the expenses we had incurred 
in printing a part of certain ver- 
sions, and providing materials 
jor printing others, had in a 
great measure exhausted the 
balance which appeared to be in 
hand. Since that time we have 
to be thankful for supplies from 
various quarters ;_ particularly, 
for a legacy of 10,000 rupees 
left to the fund for translations 
by our late worthy friend Mr. 
William Grant, which is now 
expended, and of which we re- 
ceived between six and seven 
thousand rupees, and since then 
for £. 1000, out of a donation of 
£. 2000 voted for translations by 
Lhe British and Foreign Bible 
Soctety. . 

These unexpected and sea- 
sonable supplies, together with 
a few donations from individual 
friends in India, have enabled 
us to go on with the work to 
this day : and by a letter just 
arrived from Hull, we learn that 
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Mr. Fuller in his tour thither 
and into Scotland in the autumn 
of 1808, had collected for the 
translation upwards of two thou- 
sand founds more. For all these 
interpositions we feel grateful ; 
not only to our fellow Christians, 
for the confidence in us which 
their liberality implies, but to 
our God, whose providence in 
favor of the translation of his 
word may, we hope, be consid- 
ered as a prelude to the success 
of the gospel. 

16. The balance of £&. 703 
18s. 0 1-2d. which remains in 
our hands, is already absorbed 
in the expense incurred by the 
versions of the Old and New 
Testaments now in the press ; 
to say nothing of the founts of 
types we cast, and which, for 
reasons mentioned in the former 
memoir, we do not carry to the 
account of the translations. 

17. Weare aware that nu- 
merous imperfections will una- 
voidably attend a first edition of 
any version ; but without this a 
second and more correct one 
could net appear. When we 
consider the labor of selecting 
appropriate words, often of as- 
certaining grammatical rules, 
and in some instances of almost 
forming a system of orthogra- 
phy, we feel that the first at- 
tempt, notwithstanding its im- 
perfections, has surmounted the 
greatest difficulty ; and while it 
almost insures a second speedi- 
ly following, the labor attending 
the revision with an increased 
degree of knowledge is so gra- 
dual, easy, and pleasant, that, 
compared with that of first 
wading through the stream, it 
scarcely deserves the name— 
This will particularly. be the 
case when a method is adopted 
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which we have in contempla- 
tion ; namely, that of sending a 
copy of each version to every 
gentleman of our acquaintance, 
in any degree conversant with 
the language in which it is print- 
ed, and requesting his candid 
remarks upon it. From the 
aggregate of these remarks we 
hope to avail ourselves for the 
perfecting of the work. 

18. In our last we laid before 
you a sketch of the probable ex- 
pense attending the completion 
of the translating and printing 
of the Old Testament in one, 
and of the New Testament in 
nine languages ; namely, in 
Sungskrit, Mahratta, Orissa, 
Guzerattee, Kernata, Telinga, 
Seek or Punjabee, Burman, and 
Bengalee. As we musi of course 
be able, after a lapse of two 
years, to form some clearer 
opinion, so as either to confirm 
or correct this sketch, we shall 
take a brief review of it. It was 
stated respecting these ten trans- 
lations that the sum of 3000 ru- 
pees annually for the space of 
four years would suffice for the 
translation of them; and that 
about 46,000 rupees more would 
complete the printing of them. 
On examining the cash accounts 
for the two last years, you will 
perceive that after the expense 
of the Chinese is deducted 
(which was not included in the 
ten) we have not possessed the 
means of applying the 3,500 
Tupees annually to these ten 
languages, but about 2000 only. 
For this sum of 4000 rupees 
three of these ten versions have 
been revised previously to their 
being actually printed off, and 
five more of them brought to 
the press. It is probable, there- 
fore, that though the printing 
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should require several years 
longer, yet the expense of re- 
vising and completing the other 
translations may be covered by 
little more than the remaining 
3000 rupees of the statement, 

Respecting the estimate for 
frinting, the accuracy of it ap- 
pears still more clear. The 
Sungskrit New Testament falls 
somewhat below the quantity of 
Jetter press given in the former 
estimate, as has the last volume 
of the Bengalee ; and although 
the Orissa has exceeded the 
number of pages by more than 
200, we have still been able to 
bring the expense within the 
bounds prescribed. 

19. Relative to the other two 
versions of which we gave an 
estimate, the Persian and the 
Chinese, the former is removed 
from under our care. Respect- 
ing the latter, we are able to 
speak with much greater pre- 
cision than we could two years 
ago. From calculating how 
many pages of the original the 
blocks of the Chinese already 
cut have occupied, the proba- 
bility is, that 700 of them will 
nearly complete the New Tes- 
tament. These, although they 
contain each nearly 300 charac- 
ters, we are able to get engraved 
for seven rupees each. 700 
multiplied by this number gives 
4900 rupees: so that it is quite 
probable that 5000 rupees, or a 
little more than £. 600 sterling 
will complete the engraving of 
the whole New Testament in 
this language. When this is 
done, any number can be thrown 
off at pleasure. We cannot cer- 
tainly say how many copies one 
block will bear to have taken off. 
It is not impossible that the 
number may be 10,000, If 
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however it be only half that 
number, at so moderate a price 
can Chinese paper be obtained 
in Calcutta, that considering the 
number of copies, the version 
will be cheaper, notwithstanding 
its being the first, than any ver- 
sion of the New Testament 
which we have hitherto been 
enabled to print. 


—e ee 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Correspondence with India. 


THE Rev. Dr. Brown, Secre- 
tary to the Corresponding Board 
at Calcutta, thus writes (Jan. 10, 
1810) tothe Rev. John Owen. 

“ As the Corresponding Com- 
mittee will regularly transmit 
twice a year a copy of all their 
proceedings, the Society will 
havé™the satisfaction of being 
made fully acquainted with eve- 
ry transaction. The half-yearly 
Reports of correspondence re- 
corded on the proceedings, will 
enable the Society to judge what 
aids may be necessary for the 
purposes of carrying on transla- 
tions, of printing editions, and 
of circulating the sacred scrip- 
tures in India. The Society 
will observe, that we are totally 
unprovided with means for com- 
mencing printing, though in 
a few months several editions 
will be revised and corrected 
for the press. A small edition 
of the New Testament of 1000 
copies (like the Persian) will 
cost here 1000/. on account of 
the enormous price of paper. 
But if paper was sent out for 
the purpose, the price of labor, 
&ce. in conducting the press 
would be inconsiderable. 
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“ The Committee expect to 
receive information daily from 
Cochin and Bombay, and from 
Ceylon, concerning the Malaya- 
lim and Cingalese scriptures ; 
which, with the Tamul, appear 
to be firstin importance and im- 
mediate urgency. 

“ The affecting situation of 
12,000 native Protestant Chris- 
tians in Tanjore could not fail to 
impress the Committee with 
the deepest interest on their ac- 
count. As the funds remaining 
unappropriated in their hands 
were inadequate for the pur- 
chase of the Tamul bibles which 
are offered for sale, a subscrip- 
tion for the purpose was opened 
on new-year’s day, which has 
been liberally supported. This 
will diffuse joy and gladness 
through a wide region, and re- 
alize some of the descriptions of 
Isaiah : * The mountains and 
the hills shall break forth before 
you into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their 
hands.” 

“ The enquiry suggested by 
the British and Foreign Bible 
Society concerning an edition of 
the Tamul scriptures, led to this 
discovery * of the nakedness of 
the land.” 

In answer to a letter from 
Mr. Brown to Mr. Desgranges, 
the missionary at Vizagapatam, 
who is employed along with 
Anunderayer, a converted Bra- 
min, in translating the scrip- 
tures into the Telinga language, 
Mr. Desgranges writes as fol- 
lows : 

“ I feel myself deeply indebt- 
ed to the Committee for the in- 
terest they take in the Telinga 
translation, and for their libe- 
rality in affording me the pecu- 
hiary assistance necessary to ex- 





pedite the work by employing 
suitable co-operators. 

“ Your liberality to Anunder- 
ayer was ubundant, and I think 
very requisite to encourage him 
in his good work. He engages 
in his occupation with all his 
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heart and soul ; and by being 
always within my call, I am able 
to consult him on all occasions. 
This advantage I could not en- 


joy by employing any other 


Brahmin. I communicated the 
circumstance to him, and he 
received it with the humility 
and gratitude becoming a Chris- 
tian. He desires me to present 
his profound salams. He has 
copied the correct sheets of St. 
Mark’s gospel ; but as he ren- 
ders me more essential service 
by translating from the Tamul, 
and by answering all the ques- 
tions I put to him when I am 
translating myself, I shall not be 
able to employ him again to co- 
py. That part may as well be 
accomplished by other Brahmins 
whom I employ under his su- 
perintendence. 

* Anunderayer wishes to 
communicate in writing the 
lively sensations of gratitude 
with which he is filled for the 
interest you take in his own 
and his countrymen’s spiritual 
and eternal welfare. He is now 
on a visit to his relations ; as 
soon as he returns, I will send 
you his sentiments in Telinga, 
with an English translation. 

“ Anunderayer has complet- 
ed the translation of the four 
Gospels ; the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, and St. Paul’s Epistle to 
the Romans, from the Tamul. 
These I always consult whene- 
ver any difficulty arises while I 
am translating, and they ren- 
der me great assistance. St. 
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Mark’s gospel is complete, and 
I hope to transmit it to you in 
the course of this month. I 
think I may safely promise you 
St. Luke’s Gospel before your 
second meeting in the ensuing 
year. You will perceive that 
the work proceeds but slowly ; 
but this cannot be avoided, as I 
have determined not to send you 
one verse which has not been 
minutely examined three or 
four times by Anunderayer and 
myself in conference. 

“ The Telinga translation will 
reap great advantage from the 
Telinga language, which richly 
furnishes the translator with 
words, phrases, and sentences 
for his purpose. ‘The softness, 
elegance, and refinement of the 
Telinga language are generally 
acknowledged, and I can safely 
pronounce it, from my own at- 
tention to it, regular in construc- 
tion, replete with senténces, 
clear and strong, and abounding 
with the most beautiful figures 
of speech. 

“ The extent of country thro’ 
which the Telinga language 
prevails, is an important consi- 
deration. I shall, therefore, 
with Wilkins’s General Atlas, 
and an intelligent Brahmin at 
my side, (who has traversed the 
best part of the Carnatic, and 
who confirms what I have been 
informed of by many others,) re- 
late the result as nearly as it can 
be attained. 

“ On the sea-coasts the Telin- 
ga language prevails from Gan- 
jam to Madras. By drawing a 
line from Madras to Toonibu- 
dra, thence to this side of Hy- 
drabad, thence to Ganjam with- 
in the Ghauts ; the extent of 
country within which the Te- 
linga language prevails may be 
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ascertained as nearly as possible. 
But the knowledge of it, either 
in speaking or writing is not 
confined within these lines, as it 
is well understood, spoken, and 
even written by numbers in 
Madras, Mysore,” &c. 

The next letter, which re- 
lates to the translation of the 
scriptures into the Tamul, is 
from the Rev. C. John, senior 
minister of the Danish mission 
at Tranquebar. 

“ We have,” he says, “in our 
Danish mission a second cor- 
rected Tamul edition of the Old 
at four, and fourth edition of 
the New Testament at 1 pago- 
da or 3 siccarupees. Of these 
editions, together with school 
and religious books, we can give 
only a set gratis to our schools 
and to our catechist and school- 
masters in our town, and in the 
different small congregations in 
the neighboring districts of 
Tanjore country. The same 
we have done on the request of 
the English missionaries for 
their missions at Tanjore, Pa- 
lamcottah, Tritchinopoly, Ve- 
pery, Cuddalore, and Negapa- 
tam, depending on the honorable 
Society for promoting Christian 
knowledge, to whom we are 
greatly indebted for their gene- 
rous benefits in sending us an- 
nually stores of printing and 
writing paper, stationary, and 
other valuable presents, in addi- 
tion to the stores and emolu- 
ments which we annually receive 
from our Royal College at Co- 
penhagen, and from the Direct- 
ors of the Orphan House at 
Halle in Germany. Since the 


unhappy war between England 
and Denmark, our mission is in 
the greatest distress, being not 
only deprived of the stores, re- 
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mittances, and of all connec- 
tions from the former two coun- 
tries, but also of the usual kind 
stores and presents from the 
Honorabie Society for promot- 
ing Christian knowledge, of 
which those for 1808, directed 
to Madras, have been carried to 
Calcutta, Ofthose for this pre- 
sent year we have not yet heard, 
and are afraid they may have 
been entirely lost with all letters 
to us, which is a sad accumula- 
tion of our present trials. You 
may therefore imagine how 
comfortable was your informa- 
tion, that the worthy Mr. Udny 
would kindly forward the stores 
of the former year by one of 
the Honorable Company’s ships 
to Madras. 

“ We are now also sending 
the holy scriptures and other 
school books in Tamul to Tra- 
vancore, where the Rev. Mr. 
Kingeltaube has lately establish- 
eda mission, to which belong 
six little congregations. To the 
Christian congregation at Jafi- 
napatam we have likewise sent 
transports at different times, and 
more are requested, which how- 
ever we cannot do any more gra- 
tis, in our present poor cir- 
cumstances. [For the above fix- 
ed price very few, and very rare- 
ly, have been sold to Europeans 
and natives. 

“ The pious and generous 
charity of the Bible Society for 
granting the treasures of the 
holy scriptures to the natives 
freely as a present, comes now 
in the most. seasonable time ; 
500 of the Old in quarto, and 
300 of the New Testaments 
in Tamul in octavo, besides the 
sets of the New ‘Testaments 
which may be had in the Vepe- 
ry mission, are still in our steck 

























































































72 


at Tranquebar, and we shall be 
most happy to offer them to the 
disposal of the Corresponding 
Committee, and shal! also under- 
take with pleasure a more ex- 
tensive distributioa amongst the 
Christians, heathens, and any 
religion in all the countries 
where the Tamul language pre- 
vails and is spoken. Before 
these are distributed, we may 
have time to correspond when 
a new edition will be wanted. 
“IT have also enquired for 
translators of the Holy Bible 
into the Telinga and Mahrat- 
tian languages. In the former 
our pious Christian Brahmin 
Anunderayer has already trans- 
lated the Gospel of St. Matthew, 
and wiil probably continue the 
other Gospels, and he is 
also able to translate the Ho- 
ly Scriptures into the Mah- 
yattian. But as the honora- 


ble Bible Society undoubtedly 
wishes that translations may be 
effected as soon as possible, sev- 
eral parts of the Holy Scriptures 
in the Old and New Testament 
may be trusted to more than 


one translator. I have for my 
assistance in Indian literature, 
and in my performance of reli- 
gious books for our schools and 
heathens, since 16 years, a very 
learned, and I may say in truth, 
a very virtuous and honest Brah- 
min, and a great friend of Anun- 
derayer, who is now translating 
our Tamul school-books into 
Telinga, which I intend to send 
tothe Rev. Mr. Desgranges at 
Vizagapatam. He offers to 
translate the epistles, in the New 
Testament, meanwhile Anun- 
derayer continues his transla- 
tion till the Acts of the Apos- 
les, and he will also communi- 
eate his translation to the peru- 
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sal and approbation of Anun. 
derayer. An able Mahrattian 
Brahmin is also to be had, who 
will translate any part of the 
Holy Scriptures given to him; 
but I beg you to inform me, if 
not already Translators into the 
Telinga and Mahrattian have 
been employed by the corres. 
ponding committee. The Por. 
tuguese Old and New Testa. 
ment would also be most ac- 
ceptable, and a blessing not only 
to Portugusee Protestants, but 
also to many Roman Catholic 
Padries and Christians at Ma- 
dras, St. Thomé, Sadra, Pondi- 
cherry, Cuddalore, Portonovo, 
Tranquebar, ‘Tanjore, Mana, 
Ceylon, and in short in all the 
other chief places unto Goa and 
Bombay. Many of the Roman 
Catholics are not so averse to 
the reading of the Bible as be- 
fore, and even many request 
them from us. Of the Old 
Testament we can dispose of 
600 at 3 pagodas or 9 sicca ru- 
pees, and a new edition of the 
Psalms is under our press, which 
will be finished next January at 
1 sicca rupee. Of the New 
Testament we have only 150 
at 1 pagoda. Three hundred 
Psalms we have in Tamul still 
at | sicca rupee, and 200 Pro- 
verbs of Solomon with Sirach at 
2 siccarupees. This will bea 
great and seasonable relief in 
the present afflictions of our 
Danish mission, during the un- 
happy war, in which we get no 
remittances at all, neither from 
Copenhagen, nor Germany ; 
but only a monthly allowance 
of 200 pagodas from the honor- 
able government at Madras ; for 
which reason we have been 
obliged to send away with the 
greatest grief about half of our 
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charity children, and to refuse 
those who cry for reception.— 
May our gracious Lord reward 
and bless the most beneficial in- 
stitution of the Bible Society, 
and the Corresponding Com- 
mittee, with the most desirable 
success, that all friends of Christ 
may be rejoiced by seeing that 
the light of the gospel pervades 
now many more nations than be- 
fore, with the best effect to their 
salvation.” 

The Rev. Christian Pohlé, one 
of the missionaries of the Soci- 
ety for promoting Christian 
knowledge, writes thus to Mr. 
Brown, from Trichinapoly, Nov. 
30, 1809. 

“ A Tamul edition of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures is much wanted, 
but we have no printing press, 
neither at Trichinapoly nor Tan- 
jore. At this latter place it is 
very desirable that one may be 
soon established for the benefit 
of both Tanjore and Trichinapo- 
ly missions, as the former is so 
very extensive, and is only scan- 
tily, and cannot be sufficiently 
supplied with the necessary Ta- 
mul and Portuguese books, from 
the. Tranquebar and Vepery 
printing presses. 

“‘ Respecting the means (which 
our poor mission cannot furnish) 
and the probable expense for 
carrying the design into effect, I 
beg leave to refer for better in- 
formation than I could give on 
these heads, to the official an- 
swers of those of my reverend 
brethren, who are well acquaint- 
ed with them.” 

“ The letter to which Mr. 
Pohlé refers is from Messrs. 
Kohloff and Horst, also missi- 
onaries to the same society : and 
in it they say, “ There are no 
mission presses at all, either at 
Vor. IV. No.2. 





Trichinapoly, or at Tanjore. 
The Rajah has indeed a Mah- 
ratta press, but that is managed 
by his Brahmins, and destined 
for the glory of his gods and the 
propagation of his religion. We 
are in the utmost want of ‘Tamul 
bibles, and likewise of Portu- 
guese, though not to the same 
extent. The number of native 
Protestants belonging to the 
Tanjore mission alone, includ- 
ing the Tennevally district, a- 
mounts nearly to ¢welve thou- 
sand, none of whom (the native 
teachers excepted) has any Old 
Testament, and not one, in two 
or three hundred, has even the 
New Testament. Almost all 
the men, particularly to the 
south of Tanjore, know how to 
read, and are very eager after 
books. Ifonly every tenth per- 
son among them had a copy of 
the Holy Scriptures, we should 
soon see the word of Christ 
dwelling richly in them in all 
wisdom, and his saving knowl- 
edge spread among their hea- 
then and popish neighbors. Our 
Portuguese Christians are like- 
wise in great want of Bibles. 
If we had three presses with 
Tamul and English types, suf- 
ficient for three sheets, the one 
might be employed in printing 
the bible in Tamul, the other 
Tamul New Testaments, Psal- 
ters, and single parts of the Bi- 
ble, the third to print all the 
above in Portuguese. Neither 
Mr. Pzzold, even if he was will- 
ing, nor our brethren at Tran- 
quebar, can supply the tenth 
part of Bibles and Testaments 
we have occasion for, though 
their press was to print nothing 
else. 

“ The Madras edition of the 
Tamul New an ought 
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io be our standard, it being the 
work of that unparelleled Tamul 
scholar, Mr. Fabricius, whose 
diction is much more classical 
andelegant than that of the Tran- 
quebar translators, though their 
translation is faithful enough. 
Mr. Fabricius was likewise an 
excellent Portuguese scholar 
and poet. 

“ These, Rev. Sir, are our 
wants. You desire to know our 
opinion concerning the means 
for supplying them, and carry- 
ing the salutary designs of your 
society into effect, and the pro- 


hable expense attending it. ‘The | 


eans are printing presses com- 
pletely provided with every re- 
quisite. If we are favored with 
all the necessary materials, and 
sufficient paper, fifty pounds 
sterling for one press, and one 
hundred pounds for three pres- 
ses, will probably suffice, out of 
which the book binders can also 
be paid, &c. We shall regularly 
transmit exact accounts to your 
committee.” 

The Rev. Henry Martyn ina 
letter dated Cawnpore, Decem- 
ber 1809, after mentioning the 
delay of the publication of the 
Hindoostanee Testament, on 
account of some difficulty in 
regard to its style, thus writes : 

“Inthe Persian and Arabic 
translations there are happily no 
such difficulties. 
qualities of our Christian bro- 
ther, Nathaniel Sabat, render 
this part of the work compara- 
tively easy. As he is, I trust, 
a serious Christian, the study of 
the word of God, and the trans- 


lation of it, are of course a mat- | 


ter of choice with him, and the 
rigid adherence to the original 
x point of duty: As a scholar, 
lis acquirements are very con- 
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siderable. He was educated 
under the care of the most learn- 
ed man in Bagdad ; and having 
continucd to exercise himself 
in composition, he has acquired, 
in consequence, great critical 
accuracy and command of words, 
His ill state of health renders it 
impossible to say exactly when 
the work he has undertaken wi!} 
| be finished ; but if nothing un- 
toward happen to interrupt us, 
you may, I believe, expect the 
New Testament in the three 
languages in the course of two 
years. In the Persian he has 
advanced to the end of the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians near- 
ly. In the Arabic, only the 
Epistle to the Romans and First 
Epistle to the Corinthians are 
done, with a few chapters of St. 
Matthew’s gospel. 

“ Conceiving it to be the ob- 
ject of the Bible Society,in com- 
municating to the East the trea- 
sure they once received from it, 
not merely to offer their sup- 
port to thetr Parent Churches, 
but to invite the fastidious Ma- 
hometan to review the sacred 
law which he supposes abroga- 
ted, I think that we shall be ne- 
glecting our present opportuni- 
ties, if with such an instrument 
| as Sabat in our possession, we 
| do not make an attempt, at least, 
| to send forth the Scriptures in 
a style which shall command 
respect, even in Nujd and He- 
| jaz.” 
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| THE yearly meeting of the 
| Quakers took place in London 

in the last week of May. The 
‘Epistle from that meeting to the 
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Quarterly and Monthly Meet- 
ings has since been published ; 
and as it contains some observa- 
tions which are applicable, not to 
Quakers only, but to Christians 
generally, we will transcribe 
them for the benefit of our rea- 
ders. Nor ought the objections 
we may feel to the erroneous 
views entertained by this body 
to prevent our emuiatien of that 
divine love and Christian mode- 
ration, that self-dedication and 
lowliness of heart, which it re- 
commends to its members. 

“ Dear Vriends,x—Keep in 
view the two great command- 
ments of perpetual obligation ; 
the love of God, and the love of 
ourneighbor, The latter is the 
ground of our Christian disci- 
pline ; and the former is the life 
of our spiritual worship. And 
we are persuaded that if,through 
the redeeming power of the 
Lord, and by continuing in his 
fear and under his guidance, we 
become settled in these holy 
dispositions ;—if, to use other 
words, with gratitude, watch- 
fulness, and lowliness of mind, 
we improve these holy gifts of 
grace, they will never be taken 
from us ; but will remain and 
expand, when the veil of flesh 
shall be removed, and a nearer 
access be opened to the fountain 
of love, ina blissful immortality. 

“ At these annual assemblies, 
we have too often occasion of 
grief, in hearing of defects which 
do not comport with a people 
professing to be spiritually mind- 
ed. Yet we are not disposed to 
enumerate them now ; though 
we can readily trace their origin. 
But let us remind every one 
amongst us, that it is better to 
be willing to trace, each the 
origin of his own defect, than to 
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compose his mind by consider- 
ing ita small-one. ‘She more 
we can abide under a sense of 
our own wants, the readier and 
the more carnestly shall we ap- 
ply for help to Him upon whom 
help is laid. And probably the 
natural unwillingness there isin 
the creature to feel in itself a 
testimony to its own unworthi- 
hess, is one great reason why 
no more are raised up as testi- 
mony-bearcrs to the Lord’s all- 
sufficiency and goodness.” 

“It is not easy to compress 
the wants of the church in one 
comprehensive term; but it 
seems as if one of the watch- 
words, peculiarly worthy of at- 
tention in the present day were, 
Dedication. Remember, dear 
visited friends, that when Christ 
invites you to submit to his 
yoke, he declares it to be easy ; 
while the yoke of disobedience 
is known to be heavy.” “ Breth- 
ren, Sisters, ‘ ye are called unto 
liberty,’ even ¢ the glorious lib- 
erty of the children of God.’ It 
is with thankfulness that we 
perceive, that very many of our 
beloved young friends, of both 
sexes, seem sensible that the 
Lord’s preparing hand is upon 
them. How then do we desire 
that these may persevere in the 
path of dedication ; yea, that in 
their love and service, they 
may ‘ go on from strength to 
strength ;’ until, having fulfilled 
their due measure of suffering, 
every one of them may ‘ ap- 
pear,’ with final acceptance, ‘ be- 
fore God in Zion.” 

“ We have received at this 
time epistles from all the North 
American yearly meetings ; in 
which, besides the general vigi- 
lance over the welfare of the so- 
ciety, we find. a continuance of 
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attention to the same objects of 
more general concern, which 
we mentioned last year: name- 
ly, the state of the black people 
still held as slaves, and the mea- 
sures employed for civilizing 
the Indian natives. 

. & Now, dear friends, we would 
mention one subject which at 
this time has been under our 
notice ; a caution to all, to use 
moderation in their manner of 
living ; and in this way to seek 
relief from the increasing ex- 
pense of the times in which we 
live, rather than by engaging in 
more extensive, and often haz- 
ardous schemes in trade. By 
these latter means the mind be- 
comes encumbered, and unfitted 
for religious service, yea often 
for religious thought, and for 
breathing daily after the spirit- 
ual riches, which are to be en- 
joyed in close communion with 
God. And let us beseech you 
to consider, how distant from 
the state which endeavors to 
stand resigned to give up all, if 
required, is that state which in- 
dulges itself in ease to the full 
extent of its power, or is endea- 
voring by multiplied adventures 
in trade, to acquire that power, 
which it covets for the purpose 
of worldly enjoyment. We be- 
lieve, however, and we ere glad 
in believing, that there are num- 
bers who act upon sounder prin- 
ciples than these ; who know- 
ing, as saith the apostle, that 
“ the fashion of this world pass- 


eth away,” are really desirous | 


of using * this world as not a- 
busing it.” These, we would 
encourage to hold on in the way 
cast up before them, trusting in 
the Lord. who hath declared 
that all things necessary will be 
given to those who seek first 
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His kingdom. Thus trusting, 
and endeavoring to apply to him 
in secret supplication, in the dif- 
ficulties that must in a state of 
probation be the lot of all, we 
may humbly hope that, in our 
several proportions, we shall 
¢ grow in the truth’ individually ; 
and that, coming up in our allot- 
ments in the church militant, 
our various meetings will also, 
whether more or less as to num- 
ber, experience among them a 





‘ growth in the truth.’ 

“ But, dear friends, there is 
one attainment which, at this 
time, we are earnest to remind 
you of ; an attainment without 
which, no other gift can be per- 
manent and certain. We want 
to press on you the never ceas- 
ing duty of humility and lowli- 
ness of mind. Even our blessed 
Lord declared himself to be 
‘meek and lowly in heart ;” 
and can any one, expecting sal- 
vation by him, be exempt from 
the need of possessing the same 
holy temper? However great 
the talents with which he may 
have endowed us by nature, or 
however he may replenish our 
souls with the more excellent 
gifts of his Holy Spirit, still we 
have nothing which we have not 
received ; and we can have no 
sound reason for setting at 
nought the least of our brethren 
—for whom, let us remember, 
equally as for us, Christ died. 
Let us then, dear friends, be 
willing to examine ourselves, 
and know whether we are indeed 
humble followers of a lowly- 
minded, though omnipotent Sa- 
viour. If we feel a deficiency 
of humility, let us pray for an 
increase, and for assistance to 
check the springings up of its 





dreadful opposite, pride ; and if 
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we are not without some ground 
of hope that we are endowed, in 
good degree, with an humble 
heart, we shall certainly be en- 
couraged still to supplicate for 
its continuance. Finally, dear 
friends, whether, with the be- 
loved disciple, we address you 
as fathers. or as young men, 
whether, without regard of sex 
or station, our love in Christ 
now salutes the aged or the 
rising generation ; remember, 
that it is * the meek whom the 
Lord will teach his way ;” and 
thus taught, and receiving with 
unreserving heart, the holy doc- 
trine, * Grace and peace” will 
be multiplied, ** from God our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Ch, Ob. 


—2 +o 
Edinburgh Bible Society. 


THIS society has been re- 
cently instituted—under the pa- 
tronage of Lord Cathcart, as 
president ; and Lord Calthorpe 
and others, as vice-presidents—— 
with the same objects, and for 
the same purposes, as the British 
and Foreign Bible Society ; be- 
ing to act either in concert with 
it, or separately, as circumstan- 
ces may require. The first Re- 
port of the proceedings of the 
Committee of this society has 
reached us, from which it ap- 
pears they have been active, 
both in raising funds, and in 
distributing Bibles. Danish, 
French, and Dutch Testaments, 
have been given to the different 
prisoners of war confined in 
Scotland. The different hospi- 
tals about the metropolis,as well 
as poor families, have been sup- 
plied with English Bibles ; and 
the wants of the army and navy 
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have been particularly attended 
to. Means have been taken for 
furnishing the Scriptures, in 
the German, Dutch, and Danish 
languages, at reduced prices, to 
foreign seamen visiting Leith : 
and the society has undertaken, 
for the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, the task of distribu- 
ting the Gelic Scriptures. A 
donation of 800/. has been sent 
to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society ; and one of 200/. to 
the Hibernian Society: 200/. 
have also been voted to promote 
the translating of the Scriptures 
into the Oriental languages ; 
and 100/. in aid of the Icelandic 
translation. The money raised 
during the year amounts to up- 
wards of 1700/. 


a ee 


The Pope. 


THE following account of the 
Pope’s imprisonment is said to 
have been received from Paris : 
“The Pope’s confinement in 
the fortress of Savona has been 
rendered so severe, that even 
the servants who attended him 
from Italy are denied access to 
him. His Heliness subsists on 
the common gaol allowance, 
having refused to receive a 
monthly sum of money offered 
to him by Buonaparte.” 


— + oe 
Missions of the United Brethren.* 
Cape of Good Hofte. 


AT Gnadenthall, during the 
year 1808, 78 persons have be- 
come candidates for baptism, 
and 35 for the Lord’s supper ; 
of these, 50 have been baptized, 
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* The total number of Missiona- 
ries, male and female, employed on 
the missions of the United Brethren 
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and 16 admitted to the com- 
munion. The Hottentot con- 
gregation consists of 121 com- 
municants, 47 candidates, 96 
baptized adults (not yet com- 
municants), 164) baptized chil- 
dren,116 candidates for baptism, 
in all, 544 persons, being 76 
more than last year. The set- 
tlement contains altogether 791 
persons, dwelling in 183 houses. 
Gruenekloof,another settlement, 
contains 105 inhabitants. From 
the journal of proceedings at 
this place we shall abstract at 
present but one passage. 

“ We celebrated Christmas 
with hearts filled anew with joy 
and gratitude towards our incar- 
nate God and Saviour, for his 
infinite love in coming down to 
dwell amongst us. An tnusual 
number of strangers came to 
partake in the festival solemni- 
ties, and at the close of the year 
the crowd was greater than was 
ever known in this place. Sev- 
eral so called Christians, espe- 
cially among the young people, 
behaved so improperly, that we 
were greatly disturbed. Other 
strangers, who were better dis- 
posed, expressed their indigna- 
tion at it, and said: ‘We ought 
indeed to be ashamed before 
your Hottentots, that peopie, 
calling themselves Christians, 
can act in such a manner.’— 
Though we had made every 
possible arrangement to accom- 
modate the white visitors, yet a 
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about the end of 1809, was 151, viz. 
$1 in the Danish West Indian isl- 
ands, 14 in Antigua, six in St. Kitts, 
three in Jamaica, two in Barbadoes, 
19 in South America, 17 in North 
America, 25 in Labrador, 18 in 
Greenland, and 14 at the Cape of 
Good Hope, besides four persons on 
their journey to different missions, 
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great many were obliged to seek 
lodgings with the Hottentots,— 
Some of the unruly people were 
refused admission by the Hot- 
tentots, who said, that though 
they were poor, yet they would 
not be paid for suffering their 
domestic peace to be destroyed. 
The Missionarics were at last 
obliged to give an exhortation in 
the church, and protest against 
the disorders committed; at 
which a farmer grew angry, and 
said to one of our Hottentot 
women: “ You contemptible 
wretches want to make others 
believe, that we only came hith- 
er to seduce you ;” adding many 
very violent invectives. The 
Hottentot replied : “ Well, Ba- 
as, I am glad to find that you 
understood our teacher, when 

e spoke of your behavior; he 
only said what was sivictly true.” 

‘“ The Lord was however 
with us, and did not suffer us to 
lose that comfort, which He 
grants to all who seek His face, 
by the forgiveness of their sins, 
through the merits of His pre- 
cious blood ; and we have the 
confident hope, that He will con- 
tinue to be with, and bless us, 
in the New Year.” 


6 Ea 


London Society for frromoting 
Christianity among the Jews. 


A REPORT of the Com- 
mittee of this society appeared 
some months ago, the sub- 
stance of which we shall lay 
before our readers. The lease 
of the late French Protestant 
church in Spitalfields, with a 
commodious house and premi- 
ses adjoining, has been purcha- 
sed, and converted intoa chapel 
for the Jews. At this chapel 
Mr. Frey preaches a lecture to 








sit.4 


the Jews on Sunday and Wed- 
nesday evenings. An exhorta- 
tion is also delivered on Friday 
evening. At first, from 200 to 
500 Jews attended ; and though 
this number has decreased, yet 
x spirit of enquiry has been ex- 
cited amone them, and their at- 
tention is drawn to the subject 
of Christianity. This effect is 
increased by occasional lectures 
from eminent ministers both 
from among the clergy of the 
church and the dissenters. 

The society in their last re- 
port called the attention of the 
literary public to the works of 
the late David Levi ; in conse- 
quence of which a manuscript 
was received from a gentleman 
(well known to the readers of 
the Christian Observer, under 
the signature of Yalid), entitled, 
“ Remarks on David Levi's 
Dissertations, &c.” This able 
work, the author of which 
handsomely declined the pro- 
posed premium of thirty guin- 
eas, has since been printed for 
the benefit of the institution. 
A respectable clergyman has 
presented the society with an- 
other valuable pamphlet, under 
the title of “ The Obligations 
of Christians to attempt the 
Conversion of the Jews,” 
which it might be well for the 
friends of the institution to dis- 
tribute. Eight other tracts have 
been printed, and many of them 
distributed ; and a number of 
copies of the Rey. Greville Ew- 
ing’s essays have been purchased 
and.sent to the different rabbis. 

At the Free-school opened 
by the society, from 300 to 400 
chiidven are regularly educated. 
This school was only intended 
a% @ means of inducing the 
Jews to send their own children 
in common with those of Chris- 


Jews. 
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tians, and this object has been 
gained. The Committee is 
now engaged in forming a plan 
for giving employment to such 
| Jews as unite themselves with 
Christians. 

The week before the chapel 
was opened, a Jewish rabbi, a 
native of Jerusalem, of respect- 
able connections, and acknowl- 
edged proficiency in Jewish 
literature, placed himself under 
the Society, declaring himself 
to have been long persuaded of 
the truth of Christianity. Con- 
vinced of the sincerity of his 
professions, the committee have 
placed ‘him under the care of a 
clergyman, with whom he has 
made considerable progress in 
the English, Latin, and Greek 
languages. He is already mas- 
ter of ‘Talmudical and Cabalis- 
tical learning. Should this man 
continue to act consistently with 
his profession, he may prove of 
infinite use in promoting the 
designs of the Society. 

Under the care of the insti- 
tution were placed no less than 
36 Jewish children—24 boys, 
and 12 girls. The case of two 
of the boys, who were orphans, 
and in a miserably destitute 
condition when relieved by the 
Society, is highly interesting. 

The progress of the Society 
appears to have excited some 
uneasiness among the Jews ; 
and several pamphlets have ap- 
peared, written by members of 
that body, the object of which 
is to counteract the efforts of 
the Society. These. have been 
severally answered. 

The Report concludes with 
calling on the public for sup- 
port ; and this call, we. trust 
will be listened to. We under- 
stand that in the few months 





which have passed since its pub- 
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lication, the progress of the in- 
stitution has been more rapid 
thap could have been anticipa- 
ted ; and that on the 13th in- 
stant, no fewer than thirty-one 
Jews, both children and adults, 
were publicly baptized, accord- 
ing to the rites of the Church 
of England. We cordially 
unite with the Committee in 
praying that the happy time 
may speedily arrive when Jew 
and Gentile, becoming one fold 
under one Shepherd, shall unite 
in one triumphant song of 
praise ; Blessed be the Lord 
God, the light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of his 
people Israel ! Amen.* 


—— + 


Poor Clergy of England and 
Scotland 


WE stated, in our number 
for April last (p. 244), that a 
report had been Jaid on the table 
of the House of Commons, of 
the number and value of the sti- 
pends of the Scotch clergy un- 

er 150/. per annum ; from 
which it appeared, that only 
8700/. annually was required to 
raise them all to that sum. 
10,000/. has been accordingly 
appropriated to this purpose by 
Parliament ; and will, without 
doubt, be continued from year 
to year. Anaddition of 100,000/. 
has been made to Queen Anne’s 
bounty for raising the value of 

* We are happy to perceive that 
a subsidiary society for promoting 
the conversion of the Jews has been 
instituted at Edinburgh. 
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the small livings in England ; 
and this sum, it was intimated, 
would also be annually continu. 
ed, until the progressive aug- 
mentation of the value of those 
livings had rendered it no longer 
necessary. These are appro- 
priations worthy of a great and 
Christian nation. Ch. Ob. 


—» +o 
Dissenters. 

LORD SIDMOUTH has 
given notice, that early in the 
next session of Parliament it is 
his intention to propose some 
regulations, which will prevent 
the abuse of the Toleration Act, 
by persons who avail themselves 
of it merely for the purpose of 
escaping from the routine of pa- 
rochial offices, and from their 
share of military service. He 
restricted his views entirely, as 
we understood his notice, to the 
prevention of this species of in- 
equitable exemption. He said 
he had talked with some of the 
most respectable dissenters upon 
it, and found them not indispo- 
sed to concur in some measure 
of this description. We are 
inclined to. think, at the same 
time, that the measure will not 
be carried into effect. Such is 
the prevailing (we would add, 
just and salutary) dread of inter- 
fering with the toleration laws, 
that, unless a very strong case 
of abuse can be made out, Parli- 
ament will not, as we conceive, 
be induced to adopt the proposal. 
For our own parts, we appre- 
hend that the abuse in question 
has had a very partial and limit- 





ed existence. 


—ep 
1811. Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


Jan. 1. Rev. Joseph Avery, collected in new settlements, 
ew Hampshire, ..... 


9. Silas Persons, of 
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